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1] 

Lux Mrur Laurus, Jun., should ask the chairman of the Court of 
| Sewers how it happens that the very liberal offer of the Great Central 
'| Gas Company, to substitute batswing burners for three jets, in the district 
| lighted by them, has not been carried into effect. We are not able to 
| answer the question ourselves. 
| J. V., Yarmouth.—At Knight and Son’s, Foster-lane, near the General 
|| Post office. 

A SHAREHOLDER.—The shares you mention can never command an 
| adequate price while they remain entirely in English hands. The 
directors, some six or seven years since, refused the 6,000,000 francs for 
their establishments, offered by some French bankers, which, at the ex 
change of the day, would have realised about £236.000 They required 
£240,000, so as to have repaid the shareholders £24 per shure, at £4 
premium ; and the bargain went off on this slight difference. Since 
then, competition has sprung up in two of the best towns, and the value 
|| of the property generally has much deteriorated. 
|| J. E., Ashton.—By the term “ dusk” we understand sunset, in the tables 

to which you refer. 
| ERRATUM. 
|| At page 433, in the title of Mr. E M. Perkins’s patent, for “ or their 
hollow castings,” read “‘ and other hollow castings.” 
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THE BALANCE SHEET OF THE GREAT CENTRAL 
GAS COMPANY. 

Srp by step, as months roll on and balance sheets fall due, 
or as opportunities present themselves to the indefatigable 
| William Pearse of ‘‘ bearding” the “ low-priced” gas advo 
cates “in their dens,” some additional light is thrown upon 
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the practical working of the scheme for the supply of the City 
of London with gas at 4s. per 1000 feet; and at no period | 
have the revelations made been more degrading to the charac- 
ter of British traders, or the refiections they give rise to more 
grave and uninviting, than at the present moment. A time 
was when the word of a British merchant was his bond; 
when a scrupulous adherence to truth commanded the respect 
even of an adversary; when a partisan could chivalrously 
hold the balance and mete out equal justice to all; when 
private character was safe from assaults of those holding 
different views on a public question; when honesty in public, 
men met with its reward, and the sham patriot, who, under 
the guise of benefiting the mass, acts solely from interested 
motives, was scouted and disowned. | 
Utopian days, such as these, are passed away, never to be 
seen again, if Great Central morality and principles are to be 
our future guide. Mr. Dakin “ feels flattered” by Messrs. 
Tallis and Co. when they charge his company with having 
“« prevaricated, lied, boasted, and resorted to every vulgar | 
mode of self-adulation, to evade and gloss over their charges, 
without answering them.” He conceives it no humiliation to 
be compelled to tell his shareholders on Oct. 29, 1852, that 
they are in possession of a gas rental of some £40,000 a year, 
after having told them, twelve months and a day previously, 
that ‘“‘ the yearly consumption, without the progressive increase 
they were then obtaining, would be £53,000 per annum.” He 
deems it a matter unworthy of notice to inquire how it happens 
that, after augmenting the illuminating power of his gas since | 
January last to the extent of some 25 per cent., it should still | 
be 15 or 20 per cent. less than that supplied by the rival 
companies long before his own was in existence or even pro- 
jected. To him it is a pleasing task to propose the payment 
of £3750 as dividend, when the gross profit of the period 
for which that dividend is declared amounts to cxactly 
£1063. 9s. 10d. according to his own balance sheet, or to 
less than £350 if it were prepared according to the tables 
handed in by Mr. Croll to a committee of the House of Com- | 
mons on May 13, 1850. Sooner than “‘ put in peril the 10 
per cent. dividend, which the shareholders under their deed 
and act of Parliament ure entitled to receive,” the defi- 
ciency may be honestly made up by draughts up°n capital, 
or upon the pockets of the consumers by deteriorating the 
quality of the gas, and thereby forcing its consumption in 
larger quantities, without the abettors of such a system being 
taxed with dishonesty. To keep up the farce of a 10 per cent. 
dividend when it is not being earned, while large holders of 
shares are quietly “getting out” at 40 or 50 per cent. 
premium, is zo¢ now looked upon as unadulterated swindling, 
but becomes a matter for congratulation. To dub Mr. Lewis | 
Thompson “ unprincipled,”’ and his tables of the illuminating | 
power of the gases supplied in the City of London ‘ fabricated 
and faithless,” when, so far as they run parallel, they are 
corroborated by Dr. Letheby’s reports—and this, too, without 
a tittle of evidence to controvert them—is zot unmitigated 
scurrility, but becoming and praiseworthy in a body among 
whom are to be found four members of the Court of Common | 
Council of the City of London, and an ex-M.P. To howl | 
down the defender of an absent man whose character is! 
slandered, used to be unheard-of conduct in a British assembly. || 
That it is not so now, is clearly proved by the proceedings || 
of the Great Central shareholders, at their meeting of the! 
29th ult. 
For these, among other reasons, we cannot suppres@aij 
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the late proceedings of this company, nor conceal o 
of humiliation at the decadence of British mercantile 4 





which they unmistakeably indicate. Our Saxon pringipl 
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\self-government are on their trial. Heaven grant that they 
may victoriously withstand the assault ! 

Quitting the theoretical for the practical, let us see for a 
moment to what extent Mr. Dakin is justified in ‘* congratu- 
‘lating the proprietors on the prosperous condition of the 
icompany.” He tells his hearers with great assurance, that, 
||although the profit upon the quarter amounts to the small sum 
\of £1063. 9s. 10d., yet that they are justified in dividing 
£3750 as dividend, “‘ because the produce of the summer quarter 
‘of a gas company does not much more than defray the charges 
incident to its carrying on, and it is to the two winter quarters 
to look for the fund from which the bulk of the dividend is 
produced.” We told Mr. Dakin as much six months since, 
‘when the entire profit of six winter months’ working was 
|absorbed by the dividend then declared. The balance sheet 
| then showed an apparent gross profit of £10,662. 9s. Gd. for the 
six months ending March 31, 1852, nearly the whole of which 
, would be absorbed by the dividend and the interest upon 
'|debentures which it was at that period known must be issued 

to complete the works. The surplus profit upon the winter 
half-year, to which Mr. Dakin looked for making up the 
||deficiency on the summer six months, has, consequently, no 
||existence, save in his own imagination ; and, unless the con- 
'|sumption of gas is enormously increased, thousands must be 
| taken in hard cash from capital to make up that dividend, for 
the security of which Mr. Dakin had the assurance to tell the 
| Court of Sewers on Sept. 21 last, “‘ they were free from all 
||anxiety.” 
|| Mr. Dakin cannot be very well skilled in arithmetic, or he must 
|| have seen from his own figures that he was, to say the least of it, 
|| misleading his friends and supporters. He tells us with apparent 
|| satisfaction, that the company “are in possession of a rental 
ij of £40,000” (which, by the way, would probably be reduced to 
| £35,000, were his customers to insist upon being supplied with 
‘| gas of the quality furnished by the Chartered and City Com- 
|panies). This is equivalent to a total sale of 200,000,000 feet 
‘| per annum. He tells us further, that they pay their contractor 
j1s. 9d. per 1000 feet on “the net quantity accounted for at 
'\the consumer’s burner ;” that they have borrowed £66,000 
‘lat 5 per cent. interest; and that £150,000 has been raised by 
'|the issue of shares, upon which, “ under their deed and act of 
|| Parliament, the holders are entitled to receive a dividend of 
‘1/10 per cent.” From the balance sheet we learn that the fixed 
'|charges of salaries, taxes, &c., are £2087 per quarter, equiva- 
‘lent to £8348 per annum; and, if Mr. Dakin will follow us in 
|'the addition, he will find that these items constitute a total 
|| charge of £44,148 against his income of £40,000. For greater 
||perspicuity, on a point where parties are so dull of comprehen- 
|| Sion, we repeat the details in tabular form :— 
|| 200,000,000 feet of gas purchased at 1s. 9d. per 1000 feet.... £17,500 
|| Interest on £66,000, borrowed at 5 per cent. per annum.... 3,300 
Salaries, taxes, and fixed charges, at £2087 per quarter .... 8,348 
| Dividend on £150,000 at the rate of 10 percent. perannum.. 15,000 
| 
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I eed etivenwacemunaiwrseaae eos. £44,148 
(200,000,000 feet of gas supplied to customers at 4s, per 1000 
| feet . SeSPSO SSE SS Res Od eee Cen OTe te voeeee £40,000 


! Excess of expenditure over income ...... £ 4,148 
| Let us also bear in mind that this loss is liable to be still 
farther increased under the new contract with Mr. Croll, by 
|which he may, under certain contingencies, charge an 
additional price for the gas he is now manufacturing—a con- 
i dition under which he may probably claim 3d. per 1000 feet 
, extra, or £2500 per annum; and, as we shall presently show, 
a further sum of nearly £3000 a year showld be charged for 
| maintenance of works and meters, if the data given by Mr. 
| Croll, in his evidence, are to be adhered to. 
i Well, Mr. Bradbury, here are either £4148, or £6648, or 
| £9648, to be provided for in some way or the other. You are 
bound by agreements under the seal of the company to pay 
‘| your contractor and debenture holders; your salaries and taxes 
,,must be duly met as they fall due; and you are pledged to pay 
| your shareholders £15,000 a year out of your present rental. 
|The charges are £44,148, and the receipts £40,000. How do 
you and the other respectable gentlemen who have lent their 
names and influence to this speculation intend to make up the 
deficiency? Your friends at the Eagle Insurance Office 
cannot help you, as they will tell you, you have already 
borrowed every sixpence you have power to borrow. Issue 
\the £50,000 of shares still remaining under your control? 
| You cannot do that until you have a consumption of 420 











| 


million feet of gas per annum, without a breach of faith with | 
your proprietors? What other resources have you? Nowe. 
In truth, your borrowing powers and issuing powers being 
exhausted, you must stop payment or diminish your dividend ; | 
and the sooner you adopt the honest resolution of equalising | 
your receipts and expenditure, the better it will be for your! 
credit as a company, and your individual respectability as. 
members of society. Suspend your inflated appeals to your) 
wearied patrons and the public for support. Supply a gas equal | 
in illuminating power and purity to your rivals. Let your| 
balance sheet represent your true position, like that of other | 
companies. Reserve enough out of your gross profits to 
maintain your works and plant in their primitive state of 
efficiency, or to restore them when dilapidated, and divide only | 
the realised surplus. Pay your contractor a fair price for the | 
gas he supplies you with. Cease to stigmatize a man as/ 
“‘unprincipled ” because his experience does not coincide with | 
your theories ; and you will far sooner disarm opposition than 
by adhering to your present system of attacking everybody | 
and misrepresenting everything. The abandonment of the pro- | 
posal mentioned in the late memorial to the Court of Sewers, of 
reducing the price 1d. per 1000 feet for each 20 million 
increase of consumption beyond the present rate, is the first 
step towards a better system, but it is only a small instalment. | 
Follow our advice in these matters, and it may yet be our 
dutv to say that you are entitled to the thanks of your fellow- 
citizens. | 

There is one other point in the balance sheet which we | 
cannot allow to pass without comment. Mr. Dakin says that | 
** Mr. Croll, under his contract, defrays the charges for the 
general maintenance of the works, and the meters are kept in| 
repair for five years clear of all charges to the company.” | 
The assertion with respect to Mr. Croll’s contract is only | 
partially true. In his original contract of 1s. 43d. per 1000) 
feet he allowed himself 4d. per 1000 feet for wear and tear | 
of retorts, works, and mains, but beyond this he left chargeable | 
to the company 1 per cent. on the capital for general main- | 
tenance of works not included in his contract. He, as tenant or | 
contractor, executes the usual tenant’s repairs ; but a gas work, | 
more than most other manufactories, is subject to dilapidations | 
which, though not requiring any considerable outlay for the| 
first seven or ten years, will involve the expenditure of con- | 
siderable sums in fifteen or twenty years. Mr. Croll thought} 
it necessary, when before a committee of the House of Com-| 
mons, to make an allowance of one per cent. on the capital | 
expended ; and, if the reserve is not now made, the shareholders | 
are unquestionably eating up their capital to that extent. | 
Again, as to the meters. If the contractor for their supply 
has undertaken to keep them in repair for five years clear of, 
all charges to the company, they have doubtless paid a much | 
higher price than they would have done had the purchase | 
been made without this obligation. The explanation given is, 
therefore, no reason why the £754, which Mr. Croll set down 
as the proper charge under this head, should not remain to| 
the debit of the profit and loss account, These two items, 
add £2914 to the debit side of the balance sheet before the! 
net profit can be struck. 

Mr. Dakin congratulates his shareholders ‘‘ on the pro- 
sperous condition of the company”! They have an income. 
which leaves them a deficiency of upwards of £4000 in hard| 
cash to meet their engagements, and of more than £7000 if the | 
charges to which in 1850 they considered the undertaking | 
liable, figured in their present balance sheet. They have, 
*« falsified all the idle prognostications with which they were 
assailed at the commencement of their struggle”! They have} 
a larger capital invested, in proportion to the work they are) 
doing, than seven out of the other eleven metropolitan gas com- 
panies, and among the seven are their two rivals. They have| 
expended £216,000 to secure a consumption ot 200,000,000 | 
feet annually, after having promised to supply 266,000,000 | 
feet with an expenditure of £136,000. Their leakage of gas 
was to have been only 162 per cent. upon the total quantity | 
made; but, when they came to treat with their contractor for | 
taking that charge upon himself, he advances his price from | 
1s. 41d. to 1s. 9d. per 1000 feet—an increase of 31 per cent. | 
They were to make 10 per cent. profit, and have earned 5 per| 
cent. Their gas was to have been purer and of higher illumi- | 
nating power than that of any other metropolitan company; | 
it is Practically “ overcharged” with impurities of the most 
noxious description, some being of such a nature as it is im- 
possible to get quit of, without the total destruction of those 
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£21,431 1 
{ By balance brought down, being the amouni available 
eccccese £ 4,699 19 10] 

} 


R. M. Massey, Secretary. 


| 1852.] 451 | 
matters upon which the luminosity of gas depends, which | £35,000. Does Mr. Dakin still congratulate his shareholders ? || 
matters already exist in a smaller ratio than in any other gas | Can he still say they have “ falsified all the idle prognosti- | 
supplied in the City of London. The “ patent retorts” | cations”? If he does, he does not lack for assurance. His | 
generate the bisulphuret of carbon in increased quantities, and stock in trade is the assertion, that through the establishment | 
convert the heavier and richer hydro-carbons into lighter | of his company the price has been reduced from 6s. to 4s.; | 
and poorer ones. The “ patent purification,” by muriate of but he forgets to tell us that throughout the year 1851 he 
manganese, further diminishes the illuminating power of the | supplied the public with gas intrinsically not worth 2s. 6d., | 
gas purified by that process to the extent of 9 or 10 per cent., | and would no doubt have continued to do so to the present 
allowing the carbonic acid to go forward untouched. ‘The | day, had Messrs. Tallis and Co. been willing to pay his demand, 
heavy hydro-carbons are still further precipitated, under | and Mr. Lewis Thompson could have been silenced. He may 
certain circumstances, in the long line of main pipe connecting | have forced the reduction a year or two earlier than it would | 
the works at Bow-common with the districts supplied ; and all | have otherwise taken place, but he has cut off the chance of the | 
these marfacturing blunders combined constitute the means by | price of gas in the City of London being below 4s. per 1000 | 
which £40,000 is extracted from the consumers’ pockets for | feet in his day. So much for agitation, 
the same quantity of light as the old companies supply for | ee 
| GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. | 
Dr. Batance Sueet, June 30, 1852. Cr. 
| ee Bo 60 0.6 06.50 600050500608 sonensee £150,000 0 0) By cash in bankers’ hands ....00..0- £4,186 12 2 
|| fo creditors on debentures .......... biker okewe 59,100 0 0 | By cash in office..... Res Saree 39 0 0 
| To creditors on bills payable ...... +. £6,904 6 4 migrants 
|| To creditors............ évevcceceens 6M Il 2 4,225 12 2 
—— 13,410 17 6 | Less cheques not presented June 30... 4810 S 
| To dividends unclaimed to this date ............. . 273 4 5 — £3,677 1 6; 
To revenue account, as per balance from that accoun 4,699 19 10 | By cash at bankers’—dividend account ............ 217 18 0) 
By gas rents and arrears for the quarter ending June 14,063 9 4) 
By lands, works, plant, mains, services, meters, and 
“freee Secuates oe wees gineeict £186,063 13 11 
{ By A. A. Croll, for engineering (the i 
| ultimate treatment of which is con- 
| tingent upon the dividends to be | 
paid by the company) .......... 2,769 0 0 
| By office fixtures and furniture .... 675 1 4 
| | By preliminary expenses .......-.. 20,017 17 9 
| ——— 209,625 13 0 
| £227,484 1 10 £227,484 1 10 
28, Coleman-street, Oct. 12, 1852. By order of the Board. R. M, Massry, Secretary. 
| Dr. Revenve Account, from March 31 to June 30, 1852. cr, | 
To dividend declared for the half-year ending March 31, | By amount of balance available for dividend, as per | 
POE oaeans se oanasken Gedaisesdeen sdosaunee sscoce ROO S61 BR igs de d6xr0a0ssn0enes sence asiccessss SIRT 1 GS 
To cost of gas purchased for the quarter ending June 30, | By gas supplied to consumers and public lights for the 
DN cietninaiDeheetEa maneen paiava de ae wane 4,798 18 8 | quarter ending June 30................ oesae 8,607 17 7 
To interest on loan........ £917 3 By amount received for transfer fees ........ aeeen 27 2 6 
To interest on debentures to 
Tune 30..... +00 see eee 638 17 0 
— £648 14 3 || 
To income tax on dividends declared to | 
ee s0seee 336 5 7 \] 
To directors ............ £250 0 0 i] 
To chemical referee...... 33 6 8 i 
| To Corporationinspector., 33 0 0 
'| To official auditors ...... 171 8 0 | 
|| To salaries.............. 453 9 10 
'| To incidental expenses .. 248 19 11 1 
| To stationery and adver- 
| tisements ..........-. 14510 1 tt 
|'TO WAgeS ..cccccesccese 25510 9 i| 
|'To rates andtaxes ...... 32717 3 \| 
|| To bad debts............ 16717 9 i 
i — 2,087 0 3 | 
1} 3,072 1 | {} 
| 16,731 1 9| | 
| To balance, being net profit, carried down ,......... 4,699 19 10 | | 
| 09 ep 
7 | £21,451 1 7 


for dividend 
By order of the Board. 


28, Coleman-street, Oct, 12, 1852, | 


MR. DAKIN v. MR. LEWIS THOMPSON. 








paper, pretending to describe the relative values of the gases to our dis- !! 
advantage, is so published with their countenance, and at their cost.”” i 





Simultaneously with the publication of our last number, the 
Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company issued an address to the 
gas consumers of the City of London, “ on the second anniversary 
of their supplying the City with gas.” The address, though dated 
Sept. 28, was not circulated till Oct. 11. At first we were 
inclined to flatter ourselves that the delay originated in a whole- 
some dread of the criticism to which it might be subjected in our 
columns. A closer examination, however, convinces us that it was 
chiefly designed to allow the following atrocious paragraph to 
fester and rankle in the public mind, stimulated by all the skilful 
appliances which such unscrupulous slanderers dispense with a 
lavish hand, when an inconvenient opponent is to be silenced :— 


“* We hope the unfair opposition which we formerly experienced from 
the rival companies does not make us over suspicious of secret machina- 
tions, now that open hostilities are not avowed; but, if the old companies 
shall penne resist the fair proposal we have made, we shall suspect 
there is some truth in the rumour we have heard, that the fabricated and 
faithless Table which an unprincipled person publishes in an unscrupulous 











Perhaps, also, the delay was designed to allow sufficient time for | 
the person whose signature the address bears, to pursue his iguoble' 
vocation of intruding himself, either in person or by letter, in| 
quarters where he was uninvited and almost unknown, for the 
purpose of creating prejudices in the minds of the presumed clients 
of the object of his attack. Be, however, the motive for the delay H 
whatever it might, the parties have gained nothing but the con- | 
tempt and scorn of every rightly constituted mind. | 

Although the name of the “ unprincipled person” is not! 
given, yet it is patent to all that Mr. Lewis Thompson is the 
individual whose character and credit are impeached; and the 
subsequent declaration at the general meeting of the company, | 
held on the 29th ult., clears up every doubt which might exist || 
upon the matter. The columns of a public journal are not the 
arena in which such charges should be discussed or refuted; and 
we presume that Mr. Dakin will seize an early opportunity | 
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of proving them before a competent tribunal, or submitting 

to the consequences which a failure in so doing must entail 

upon him. We entertain no doubt, and the hundreds who have 

witnessed the care with which the experiments are conducted 

have a similar conviction, that Mr. Thompson will triumphantly 
’ 

establish his character, and maintain his integrity against the 

| cowardly attacks and malignant insinuations contained in the 

| paragraph of the address above quoted. Indeed, if we are rightly 

|informed, Mr. Dakin had been assured by the proper parties when 

jhe took the chair at the late general meeting, that the rival gas 
8 

‘| companies had nothing whatever to do, either directly or indirectly, 

|; with Mr. Thompson’s reports; and the repetition of the insinuation 

under such circumstances is the more disgraceful. 

'| In the mean time, however, we have the satisfaction of laying 

before our readers the following testimonials to Mr. Thompson’s 

|| Skill and talent as a chemist, and integrity as a man, with which 

\|}he provided himself when a candidate for an office under the 

Governors of Bethlem Hospital; and to this we may add, that 

the Society of Arts have presented him with three gold medals 

and a purse of twenty guineas, for his various improvements and 
discoveries in the arts connected with chemistry, When Mr. Dakin 
| can produce a man, with equally unimpeachable credentials, to con- 
trovert Mr. Thompson’s reports, it will be sufficient time to examine 
ti. : : : : : 

| into the amount of credit to which each party is entitled. 

| “TO THE GOVERNORS OF BETHLEM HOSPITAL. 

| ** My Lords and Gentlemen,—Having been acquainted with Mr. Lewis 

, Thompson for the last seven or eight years, and fully aware of the nature 
of his pursuits, I venture to offer my opinion of his qualifications for the 

| cflice of Apotheeary to your institution. Mr. Thompson will present 
other evidence of his possessing the full, legal, and medical status for the 
practice of pharmacy, I need only inform you that his knowledge of 

| scientific chemistry is extensive, and minutely accurate. He has, indeed, 
pursued many original investigations with an amount of success which 
implies a high degree of chemical skill and originality. This information 
bears immediately on pharmacy, and is, in fact, the foundation of it. It 

' would be difficult, I believe, to find a candidate more accomplished in point 
of science for the office than Mr. Thompson. His conduct, I may add, in 
my intercourse with him, has always been proper and conciliatory, and 
guided by a keen sense of honour.—I beg to subscribe myse!f, my lords 
and gertlemen, your most obedient servant, 

“'‘THos, GRAHAM, F.R.S., Professor of Chemistry, University College. 

| ( One of the Chemical Referees of the Great Central Gas Company.) 

“ March 27, 1845.” 

| “ New-street, March 29, 1845. 

‘* My dear Thompson,—I have already given a testimonial to a gentle- 
man, who is, as well as yourself, a candidate for the situation of Resident 
Apothecary to the Bethlem Hospital; and I have hitherto invariably made 
it a rule, not to advance the claims, or rather exert whatever little 

| influence I may have, for more than one, for the obtaining of the same 
object. In this case, however, I feel it my duty to deviate from my plan, 
aud, equally for the sake of the institution as for yourself, do most 
conscientiously bear testimony of my full conviction of your thorough 

; fitness t» fill the situation you solicit. 

; Your high and just appreciation of the responsibility, inseparable from 
pub.ie duty, will, [ am well assured, stimulate you to the constant 
exercise of \our talents, not only for the benefit of the paticnts under yozr 

jeare, but also for the improv: ment of the science especially applicable to 
their condition. The many years I have known yon, the high estiem I 
entertain for your character as a man of honour, and the most ¢ flicient 
manner in which you performed your duties during your pupilage at Guy’s 
Hospital as my ‘ dresser,’ altogether excite in my mind an interest in your 

‘welfare, which leads me most earnestly to bope that you will sueceed in 

this, as well as every other equally legitimate object of your wishes in 

fu'ure life —Believe me, my dear Thompson, yours, very faithfully, 
** ‘fo Lewis Thompson, Esq.” * Bransby Bb. Cooper. 














“Mr, Lewis Thompson was well known to me during his professional 
‘studies at Guy’s Hospital, as a most zealous and intelligent member of the 
profession, lL entertain no doubt of his competency to discharge the duties 
of medical officer to a public charitable institution. 
** St. ITelen’s place, March 28, 1845.” G, Aston Key, 

“‘T have been acquainted with Mr. Lewis Thompson for several years, 
and have no hesitation in stating that he is an excellent chemist, practical 
as well as theoretical. His professional education at Guy’s Hospital, and 
| the attention which he has since given to medical practice, are guarantees 

of his fitness for the office which he is scliciting. 
| ‘Ihave never heard the smallest suspicion of his integrity, and his 
manners and general behaviour are iadicative alike of his good sense and 
kind feelings. * ARTHUR AIKEN, 
; 7, Bloomsbury square, March 27, 1845.” 


“Gentlemen,—I heg to certify that Mr. Lewis Thompson formerly 
attended my lectures cn chemistry at Guy’s Hospital, and that he was a 
dilig-nt and industrious pupil. I have reason to believe tha’ he has 

Successfully cultivated the subject of chemistry and its application to 
{medici.e and pharmacy for some years past, aud I do not hesitate to 
jt commend him as being thoroughly qualified in this respect for the offce 
of Resident Apothecary to the Royal Hospital of Bethlem. Mr, Thompsou’s 
perfect knowledge of the chemical properties of drugs, and the pharma- 
ceutical preparations generally, would enable him to determine their puri'y, 
and to ascertain that the y were properly prepared and fit for medicinal use : 
a kind of knowledge which, in my opinion, is eminently r quired in the 
occupant cf the office for which he is now a candidate. 

“Mr. Thompson has made some useful and ingenious discoveries in 

chemist: y. “ A_rrED S, TAYLOR, 
Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence and Chemistry, in Guy’s Hospital. 
“3, Cambridge place, Regent's park, March 28, 1845.” 











“* Old Barge-house, Lambeth, March 27, 1845. 

‘* My dear Sir,—I am glad to hear you are a candidate for the office of 
Apothecary to the Bethlem Hospital, and most willingly do I comply with 
your request to bear my testimony to your knowledge of chemistry, and to | 
your habits of scientific research. 

‘IT can say nothing respecting your knowledge of your profession ; but 
having known you for eight years, during several of which 1 was constantly 
engaged with you in experimental chemistry, and in pursuing a course of | 
experiments of a novel and intricate character, I can in the strongest | 
manner assure the governors of that valuable institution, that I believe | 
few men are to be found so capable to undertake the office, or who can| 
bring so analytical a mind to bear on the subjects which must be brought | 
under your observation. I will add, that, since the time of my first) 
acquaintance with you, I have always found your conduct marked with a! 
strong sense of istegrity and honour, and I believe that, if you are elected | 
to the office you seek, you will discharge its duties with benefit to the| 
institution and credit to yourself.—Believe me, yours very truly, 

“W. Hawes. 

“P.S. If you think that this letter will be of any service to you, you| 
may use it in any manner you please. 

* To Lewis Thompson, Esq.” | 


Conriiuntcated Articles, 


THE CHEMISTRY OF GAS LIGHTING. 
(Continued from page 413.) 


“ew persons who have paid much attention to our large manu- 
factures can fail to have noticed the singular fact that, in many 
instances, the best practical mode of effecting a desired object has 
been that first conceived and put in operation. ‘Thus, for example, 
we still manufacture white lead exactly in the mode described by 
Pliny ; leather is tanned nowas it was by the ancient Greeks ; and, 
to come nearer home, the common paddle-wheel for steamers still 
in use, was among the first thought of; and no appreciable im- | 
provement has taken place in the construction of the Davy safety 
lamp. Such examples might be very largely multiplied if necessary ; 
but this forms no part of our present object, which is merely to 
inquire, among other things, whether the purification of coal gas is 
not one of those arts which have attained, in the hour of their birth, 
that robust and perfect constitution which sets the hand of improve- | 
ment, in some measure, at defiance. | 

Every one knows that the purifying agent first employed by 
Winsor was lime; and recent experiments, conducted with the 
most scrupulous care and by the most experienced manipulators, 
have shown, beyond all doubt or question, that nothing whatever 
is so well adapted for the complete purification of gas from its most 
pernicious impurities, and nothing tends so much to preserve its 
illuminating power, as the very article used and selected before, 
all others by Winsor —that is to say, common lime. It would 
hence appear that our progress in the art of purifying gas has 
been nil ; for, though almost every chemical agent of a moderately 
cheap kind has found itself enlisted into the service by one patentee 
or another, yet, in the present day, those best acquainted with the 
purification of gas in a practical way, tell us, unanimously, that 
lime alone is the only substance which will effectually remove the 
chief impurities of coal gas, without so serious a destruction of 
illuminating power as to require the introduction of a new element 
in the calculation of the cost. That is to say, the employment of. 
a portion of cannel coal, by way of compensating for the loss which | 
every other purifying agent but lime causes in the illuminating, 
power of the gas. 

Had the ordinary operations of manufacturing industry (once so 
worthily supported by the wisdom of our ancestors) been still per- 
mitted to exercise their proper influence in the labour market, it is 
needless to say that, as lime is both the cheapest and the best 
substance yet known for effecting the purification of gas, this and 
this alone would now have occupied our attention. Lut the times 
we live in are remarkable for the production of a race of petty 
agitators, who prey upon the credulity of the public at a kind of! 
double cost, and not only tax the industry of the nation, but, by a 
strange perversity, shackle and benumb the very hand which feeds 
them. Is there a paltry attorney without either money or clients? 
Let him get up an outcry against something or somebody, he will 
soon have a Government salary. Is there a disappointed son of, 
Esculapius, whose patience has been exhausted in seehing for, 
patients? Let him write a book to prove that the one half of mankind 
is poisoned by the breath of the other half; he will bea sanitary com- | 
missioner in a month. ‘The more extravagant the accusation, the 
more certain the result; and the perfection of argument would | 
consist in demonstrating that the cooking of one man’s dinner had 
nauseated the whole of his neighbours within a five-mile circle. | 
You cannot frighten even children by telling the truth, and there- 
fore the promulgation of a mysterious and unintelligible lie is the 
only way to terrify the public, and secure a comfortable birth. 
That House of Commons in which Hampden, Burke, Pitt, Fox, 
Grattan, Sheridan, and hundreds more, had eloquently advanced 
their country’s good with no less dignity than talent, was a mere 
pest-house, as we are now told, built by individuals ignorant of 
ventilation, unacquainted with oxygen and nitrogen, who knew 
nothing of the Torrecellian vacuum, the weight of the atmosphere, 
or the atomic theory—poor barbarians, whom the fates alone had 
preserved from being suffocated by their own ignorance and folly" 
Now, however, we, or rather our descendants, may hope to be 
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| better off, and the expression “a corrupt House of Commons” 
| grow out of use; for the in-sanitary commissioners are zealous in 
‘the cause, and know that an appearance of work is needed to 
| preserve their salaries. Cicero was astonished that one soothsayer 
' could meet another soothsayer without bursting into laughter ; but 
|what was this to the ordeal of gravity necessary to enable one 
| Sanitary commissioner to meet another without falling off into 
‘convulsions? But their hold is upon the most prominent feature 
‘of the public countenance—other jugglers dupe the eyes, the 
| Sanitary quack operates upon the nose. 
| We might pursue this subject into almost as many turns and 
shifts as the commission itself has taken within the last few years, 
but our present object is limited to the purification of gas; and, 
therefore, we proceed no further than to a consideration of the 
effects produced by the changes in purification already induced, or 
about to be induced, by the despotic and intermeddling policy of 
the Sanitary Commission. 
That common lime used in a dry lime purifier is the most 
| effectual, economical, and least hurtful agent to which impure gas 
can be subjected, no practical man can venture to deny; and next 
to this may be classed lime used in a wet purifier, though this is 
‘much less effective, and very apt to leave carbonic acid in the gas. 
Of course this purification goes no farther than to the acidulous 
|compounds contained in the gas, such as carbonic acid and sul- 
'phuretted hydrogen. But something may be learned, nevertheless, 
from this peculiar fitness of lime, even in respect to the removal of 
the alkaline compounds. It would appear, that neither carbonate 
‘of lime, nor the hydrosulphate of lime, possesses any affinity for 
those naphthas, or hydro-carbons, upon which the luminosity of gas 
depends. Hence, the lime when fully saturated, or, as the phrase 
‘is, when “ foul,” contains nothing of the light-giving principles of 
| gas, for these have passed on untouched. A very different result, 
however, takes place with the oxides, carbonates, and sulphurets of 
the metals proper, as we shall have occasion to show. 
1 Returning, however, to the question of the removal of the alka- 
line compounds from gas, it is clear that if lime causes the least 
absorption of illuminating matter, then the salts of lime must neces- 
sarily be those best adapted for the removal of the alkaline or am- 
moniacal impurities of coal gas. We believe this to be an uncon- 
ditional truism; and when any of the salts of lime, such as the 
sulphate, nitrate, or muriate, are placed so that the current of foul 
gas may in the first instance pass through or upon them, and after- 
wards traverse the filled compartments of a dry lime purifier, then 
the greatest known perfection of coal-gas purification may be said 
to be obtained. Of these salts the dry sulphate of lime is the only 
one not included in any patent in this country, though it constitutes 
| the basis of a very important patent much used in France, the result 
| being, under favourable circumstances, a very valuable manure. 
| Superior in activity to the sulphate of lime, the muriate of that 
| base next claims attention, and the mode of using this substance, 
| patented by Mr. Laming, seems to possess the greatest amount of 
advantages. But whatever the plan, the theory and practice of the 
‘application of these lime salts are equally satisfactory. ‘The am- 
|monia combined with carbonic acid is arrested by the lime salts 
||}employed, and a double decomposition ensues, attended with the 
| production of two new substances, neither of which have any affi- 
nity for the illuminating matters of the gas. The nature of this 
decomposition may be very easily shown: thus, if we suppose mu- 
| riate of lime to have been employed, then we shall have :— 
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which, by a simple interchange of elements, will form muriate of 
‘ammonia and carbonate of lime—two salts devoid of action upon 
every form of hydrocarbon. 

Let us now, however, imagine that muriate of manganese or 
muriate of iron has been the substance employed for arresting the 
ammonia. In this case a totally different decomposition ensues, 
attended by the production of compounds that have a very great 
' affinity for condensible hydrocarbons or naphthas, and consequently 

very much impoverish the gas. This remarkable fact has not escaped 
|the keen perceptions of the illustrious Berzelius, though he has 
|made no application of his knowledge to the purification of gas. 
|| In speaking of the production of sulphate of ammonia, Berzelius 
| says, “ Pour extraire du se] ammoniac de la dissolution brune du 
|| carbonate d’ammoniaque qu’on obtient par la distillation des os, et 
| qui est salie par de 1 huile empyreumatique, on la fait filtrer a tra- 
|vers des couches de gypse (sulphate calcique) reduit en poudre 
fine, d’ou resulte du carbonate calcique et du sulphate ammonique 
dissous. Par ce procédé le sulphate ammonique revient beaucoup 
moins cher que quand on emploie du vitriol de fer; mais l’oxide 
ferreux entraine avec lui de l’huile empyreumatique, tandis que le 
carbonate calcique qui s’est formé n’en precipite point.” ‘This im- 
portant fact cannot be too strongly impressed upon the minds of 
those who desire to purify gas, for it is not enough that the mate- 
rials employed shall answer the purpose intended, unless they also 
respond to the first and imperative condition of not injuring the 
illuminating power of the gas, or unless, in other words, like car- 
bonate of lime, they do not, as Berzelius says, “ entraine” with 
_them the oily hydro-carbons that constitute the real worth of coal 
gas. (To be continued.) 








THE VEGETABLE (OIL) GAS COMPANY. 

We some time since inserted an extract from the City Article of 
the Times, with reference to this company, in which some doubt 
was thrown over the good faith of its management. We extract 
the following from the same source, as being the explanation pre- 


viously promised :— 

“© On the 29:h of July mention was made of a Vegetable Gas Company 
which had been formed to introduce the patent of an inventor who had | 
concocted an oil by which gas could be economically generated in small | 
quantities, suitable for private houses, public buildings, picture galleries, 
lighthouses, steam-ships, &c., and free from noxious qualities. Certi- 
ficates from practical persons tes'ified its value, and also that it had been 
used with success at Eton College and the Harrow Railway station, and 
especially at the town of Blackpool, in Lancashire. This announcement, 
however, was immediately met by a correspondent, who described himself 
as the largest consumer at Blackpool, and who stated that, so far from 
the process having given satisfaction at that place, a meeting was just 
about to be held there to establish a company for making the common gas, 
which would have the support of every consumer. Upon the appearance 
of this statement the directors of the Vegetable Gas Company promised to 
institute a full investigation into the causes of complaint, and the sub- 
joined communication has now been received from them, enclosing a 
document of a favourable nature, signed by 31 of the residents. The list 
includes, apparently, most of the principal hotel-keepers and tradesmen, 
and also the writer of the letter in which the merits of the invention were 
originally called in question :”— 

“© Vegetable Gaslight Company, 127, Leadenhall-street, 
London, Sept. 30, 1852. 

‘ ¢ Sir,—A paragraph having appeared some short time since, from a 
correspondent, in the City Article of the Times, reflecting on the mode in 
which the Vegetable Gaslight Company conducted their affairs at Black- 
pool, I beg to inform you, for our justification, that although Blackpool 
was not lighted by this company, but by private individuals, we have 
instituted a most searching investigation into the matter; we have acted 
as impartial umpires between the consumers and the original patentees ; 
and having settled all moneyed differences as far as lay in our power, and 
had the lighting of the town made over to our own men, we have now 
received the accompanying testimonial from a large majority of the con- 
sumers, expressing their perfect satisfaction with the supply and quality of 
the light. ° ° ? . - * . 

“*T am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
“¢W., E. Firzmavrice, Chairman.’ ” 





| 
| 





‘*¢ Blackpool, Sept. 25, 1852. 

“‘ Gentlemen,—We, the undersigned consumers of the vegetable gas in | 
Blackpool, are perfectly satisfied with the present manager’s conduct of | 
the works. We are weil supplied with gas of great brilliancy, and there is | 
every attention to all parties taking the gas. 
(Signed by 31 residents.) 

“To the Vegetable Gaslight Company.’”’ 


Correspondence, 


NEW YORK GAS v. PHILADELPHIA GAS. 
Srir,—I find from your JourNAt of last month, that some 
rivalry exists between the gas establishments of Philadelphia and | 


New York, as to the quality of gas they respectively manufacture, || 


The report of the chemists employed by the Philadelphia Com- 
pany was somewhat roughly handled in your introductory remarks, 
so far as the analysis of the gases was concerned; and I should 
have been content to leave the report without further criticism, 
were it not that, in looking over the photometric experiments, and 
the deductions drawn from them, I discover something unfair to | 
the Manhattan Company, inasmuch as the experiments that are in 
favour of the Manhattan gas, are tortured to appear favourable to 
the parties on whose behalf the experiments were made. 

By reference to the tabulated experiments, it will be found that | 
there were only two experiments, one en each gas, in which nearly 
the same quantity of gas was consumed. ‘These are experiments 
No. 2, Manhattan gas, argand burner, consuming 5°208 per hour; 
and experiment No. 4, Philadelphia gas, argand, consuming 5°16 | 
per hour. In these the ratio of illuminating power was :— 

Manhattan gas... 89 

Philadelphia gas... .......... 83 
Or 7 per cent. in favour of the Manhattan gas; and, so far as the) 
experiments are to be relied upon, this is the relative value of the 
gases, although it is the only way in which the operators have not 
put the case. They have preferred to compare the Manhattan gas 
when burning in a fishtail burner, only 3°5 feet per hour, with the 
Philadelphia gas in a fishtail burner consuming 5°0375 feet per hour, 
in which they show 7 per cent. in favour of Philadelphia. Surely 
the learned professors cannot be ignorant of the fact, that the value 
of gases increases in a higher ratio than the increase of the quanti- 
ties burnt. This has been long known to scientific men, in proof 
of which, I need only refer to Dr. Ure’s “ Dictionary of Arts and 
Manufactures,” art. “Gas Light.” If they were ignorant of 
this fact, they were incapable of fulfilling so important an office 
as that which they undertook. The effect which a disparity of 
quantity would have upon the value of gases will be found further 
exemplified in the tables compiled from a series of experiments, by 
Alfred King, Esq., published in your JourNAL, pages 105 and 
142 of the present volume. 

The experiments to which I have just referred were made on 
Wigan’s cannel gas, not very much superior to the Manhattan and | 
Philadelphia gases ; and it appears that with the same gas 3°5 feet | 
per hour give a light equal to only 407 grains of spermaceti per| 
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foot, while 5 feet gave a light of 471 grains, or 15 per cent. in 
favour of the greatest quantity. Making, therefore, the allowance 
for the excess of lights due to the larger quantity, we shall have 
the following value for the gases :— 


Manhattan gas........0.-se0e- 3°502 = 93 
Philadelphia gas........ eoeeee 0037 = 100 } =e Ok 
Deduct 15 per cent........ i 


Difference in favour of Manhattan gas, 9 per cent. 

The same remark will apply to the comparison made between 
experiments Nos. 2 and 5, in which Manhattan gas was onlyallowed to 
burn 5°208 feet per hour, and favoured Philadelphia 6°083; and yet, 
under this severe disadvantage, Manhattan came out rather more 
than 3 per cent. superior. Had the quantities been equal, this 
would, I have no doubt, have risen to seven or nine per cent., as in 
the former instances. From whatever cause this extraordinary 
advantage has been taken of Manhattan gas, whether from ignorance 
or design, an apology on the subject is necessary from the professors, 
not only to the parties more immediately injured, but also to the 
engineer of the Philadelphia Works, who, reasoning upon their 
results, and contrasting them with the chemical analysis, has been 
lured into the promulgation of an hypothesis of great novelty and 
boldness, which will now be left without a single experiment to 
| keep it in countenance. He says in his report :— 
| _“ An examination of the analysis explains the difference in value 
|of the two gases; for, while the Philadelphia gas contains one- 
fourth less condensible hydro-carbon, the presence of which in 

excess gives rise to the annoying profusion of smoke and soot that 
paapeels when the lights are not skilfully managed, it nevertheless 
possesses a larger total amount of useful hydro-carbons united in 
|Proportions that give rise to the most ready and least fuliginous 
| combustion.” 

It must now be clear, in opposition to this theory, that the Man- 
| hattan gas owes its evident superiority to the excess of these hydro- 
| carbons, if the chemical analysis and photometrical experiments are 
to be relied upon. 

It is difficult to form an opinion as to the merits of the photome- 
trical experiments, so much depending on practical skill; but, if they 
are to be repeated, it would be advisable to trausfer a little of the 
, attention devoted to barometric and pressure gauges, and the filling 

of the latter with any specified kind of water, such as Croton and 

| Schuylkill, to noting the number of grains the candle burns, and 
| securing such burners as will produce the best illuminating effect 
|with each gas, or burners consuming equal quantities, the former 
| being the fairest method of the two. 

It is also worthy of remark, that, if they persist in the use of the 
Ritchie’s photometer, known as such in this country, it is not 
correct to measure the distance from the lights to the apex of the 
mirrors. ‘The measurement should be from a point somewhere 

|near the centre of each mirror, to the light presented to it. ‘Uhis 
, error amounts to something considerable; for, if the retiected object 
| be distant 1 inch from the apex, experiment No. 1, instead of 

| 37°59* — 10°, will, with this correction, be, 36°59? — 9°. 

| The result stated being 14°133 candles, instead of the true result, 
16°51 candles. 

| Westminster, Nov. 2, 1852. 








A. WRIGHT. 
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‘MR. LEWIS THOMPSON ON THE ILLUMINATING 

| POWER OF GAS IN THE METROPOLIS. 

‘* My greatest comfort and encouragement to proceed, has been to see 

| that those who have no shame, and no fear of anything else, have appeared 
touched by my ’’—photometrical tables.—Pore’s Letters. 


| Sir,—When I entered a few months ago upon an investigation 
of the great Gas controversy which then agitated the City of 
| London, I was not unprepared for some of the consequences that 
|might possibly arise out of such an attempt. I foresaw, in fact, 
\that my own motives, my own character, my past and future 
|career and prospects, might all become subject to misapprehension 
and to misconstruction, I knew, however, that I was placing 
| myself before the eyes of a generous and noble nation; and I was 
not without hopes that men occupying the position of gas directors, 
might feel it incumbent upon them to act like gentlemen. Of 
course I make every allowance for the unfortunate position which 
those interested in the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company 
have come to occupy in consequence of my disclosures. From an 
imaginary or pretended excellence, they have fallen to 2 real 
inferiority; and, though they might have shown their chagrin 
with more grace, yet I am not so unreasonable, and so little read 
|in the history of the human heart, as to ask or expect no display 
| of anger and ill will on their part in return for my labours. On 
‘the contrary, I know that it is quite as natural as it is customary 
for a disappointed suitor to deny the correctness of an unfavourable 
verdict, and impugn the motives of his judge even though Aristides 
himself had pronounced the sentence. But for an entire body of 
/men, some of whora move in a respectable station in life, to calum- 
niate and strive to injure an unaided and friendless individual in 
the honest discharge of a great public service, by resorting to that 
basest of practices, “‘ spargere voces in vulgum ambiguas,’—this, 
Sir, I confess, is no less beyond my conception than I am sure it 
| will ever remain beneath my imitation ; and I can just barely allude 
ito it with a strangely mingled sentiment of sorrow, abhorrence, 











and indignation. Such conduct needs no exposition; and, there- 
fore, the directors of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company 
are henceforth safe from my comments. They may renew their 
honourable efforts in the Poultry—they may engage a real billiard- 
room—they may depute Mr. Pearson to hunt for an aldermanic 
cellar—they may disperse their “ fourberies ” far and wide— 
“ And turn their word and oath and faith 
As many ways as in a lathe.” 

They will neither attract my attention, excite my surprise, nor 
disturb the profound serenity of my present contempt. The mean- 
ness of their present resentment is in keeping with their past 
conduct, and my parting words shail cleave to them like the 
garment of the Centaur Nessus— Quam miserum est id negare 
non posse, quod sit turpissimum confiteri !” 

Can it be necessary that I should say one word concerning 
the miserable Dakin—the paltry retailer of powdered rhubarb and 
Pil. Cocie—who has the same idea of the value of truth that a 
man blind from his birth may be supposed to have of the beaut.es 
of the prismatic spectrum or the wonders of Lord Rosse’s tele- 
scope? Of what consequence is the malevolence of so poor a) 
creature as this to me? Less, infinitely less, than even the value) 
of a pennyworth of his own sticking plaister. Let his insigni-| 
ficance be his protection! ‘‘ Go,” said mine Uncle Toby to a) 
large blueboittle fly which had buzzed about his nose and tor-| 
mented him most ‘cruelly all dinner time—* go,” said he, letting | 
down the window; “ surely there is reom enough in the world for 
thee and for me.” I say the same to this dastardly Dakin. 
** Parthis mendacior.” 

There is a cool and refreshing sensation of pleasure at turning 
from this arid waste of selfishness, hypocrisy, and meanness, to the 
quiet contemplation of those manly virtues which constitute the 
real basis of British enterprise and prosperity. To the plain honest 
mind of an Englishman, competition is but an honourable struggle 
for a birthright which Heaven has graciously conceded to all. The 
breath of life is not more free than the road which conducts to 
successful industry. All may enter upon it ; all may hope to gain 
the object of their wishes. But it is not by retarding the advance 
of another—it is not by detracting from the merit of another—that 
success is attainable. The time lost in obstructing the pathway of 
a rival tells heavily against the rate of self-progression ; and, unless 
I am much deceived in respect to the most prominent characteristic 
of the English people, few things will have damaged the reputation 
of the self-styled cheap-gas movement more than the late outrageous 
aggression upon one who is the mere exponent of truth, and the 
unpaid, disinterested advocate of justice. The very vehemence of 
the attack bespeaks the wounded condition of the assailant; and the 
fury of the onslaught too truly betrays both the damage which he 
has sustained and the expiring nature of his struggles. “ Heret 
lateri lethalis arundo.” The arrow of truth has reached a vital 
part, and the debenture list is full. ‘‘ Hine ille lackryme.” 

It forms, however, no part of my plan, and still less of my) 
pleasure, to pursue this dying gas scheme to its final exit. ‘To me, 
all gas schemes and gas companies are alike; for, without affecta- | 
tion, I may say that both schemes and companies are beneath my 
notice. It is the gas alone which interests me; and upon this) 
point the whole of my energies shall continue to be directed with | 
pertinacious assiduity. Placed beyond the reach of want by the) 
possession of a small patrimonial annuity, and habituated to the 
exercise of temperance, I have nothing to ask for or to receive at, 
the hands of any man or body of men living. From a lord to a| 
commoner, from a commoner to a scavenger, from a scavenger to| 
certain reptiles now placed beyond the pale of my observations, I 
have nothing to accept, nothing to solicit. Those who apply to) 
me for assistance, be they gas directors or others, will obtain trom | 
me nothing but truth, conjoined to that respectful courtesy which | 
one gentleman never hesitates to give, and has a right to receive | 
from, another—a courtesy no less removed from servility than it is | 
from rudeness. Such has been my conduct all along, and such} 
it will ever remain. In fact, I am purely and entirely indepen-| 
dent; and, if this be construed into vanity or boasting, let it be! 
borne in mind that these declarations are extorted from me by} 
the most false and calumnious accusations. And let it also} 
be borne in mind that others, perhaps more sensitive than my-| 
self, are included in the unfounded charge. For their vindica-| 
tion, rather than my own, I am thus explicit, and hereby repudiate | 
and deny in the face of my country the villanous insinuation that 
I am paid, either directly or indirectly, by the City or Chartered | 
Gas Companies, who I presume to be the companies alluded to! 
under the designation, ‘‘ old companies.” I am indeed paid, and 
well paid, by the approbation of my own heart; and I seek for, and | 
will accept, no other recompense. 

Burst when it will, this cheap-gas bubble (and well do I know 
that burst it soon must), I shall have the proud satisfaction of | 
placing my heel upon the relics, and exclaiming with Coriolanus, | 
* Alone I did it!” Is not the successful detection of imposture a. 
reward? Is there no pleasure in exposing the hidden manceuvres | 
of knavery? Who, then, shall say that 1 am working without the | 
prospect of a remuneration? 

But I am shortly to appear as a witness in a court of justice! 
Well, it may be so, though I have received no subpoena, and made 
no preparation. However, the thing is possible; and what then?) 
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It seems that “ out of my own mouth” I shall be made to declare 
_that my photometrical tables are “ fabricated and false.” This is 
an awful threat ; but it is some comfort to find that 1 am permitted 
| to speak “‘ out of my own mouth;” for truly there are some mouths 
out of which I should be very sorry to speak at all, and from which 
‘truth would no more pass than “a camel through the eye of a 
/needle.” I will not speak “out of a mouth” of that kind; but 
| when the solemn occasion alluded to arrives, it will give me great 
pleasure to declare on oath, what I here publicly affirm, that the 
tables in question are true beyond the shadow of contradiction, and 
‘are the result of the honest labour of myself and my highly 
talented pupil, Mr. G. Clarke, who will be quite as ready as I am, 
to attest their accuracy and prove the amount of care, time, and 
jimpartiality daily exercised in their construction. Nor will Mr. 
Clarke be the only witness who will speak “ out of his own 
mouth” in favour of the accuracy of my tables. Bué “ sufficient 
‘unto the day is the evil thereof;” the time, it appears, will shortly 
| arrive, when, as the French say, “ nous verrons.” 

Having thus far transgressed, Mr. Editor, upon the patience of 


years past I have pursued a very similar, if not an identical, 
course. For many years I have battled with that industrial 
incubus, the Excise; for many years I have equally opposed 
the progress of that insidious and unconstitutional disturber of 
our manufacturing industry, the Sanitary Commission. With || 
freedom of trade I advocate freedom of labour, and the free | 
exercise of those faculties which are the inheritance bequeathed to 
us by our Saxon ancestors. In this cause I have written long and 
strenuously, and exerted myself to the utmost ; for I believed, and 
still believe, that the interests of this great nation are seriously 
endangered by those pernicious measures. In the same service I 
am ever ready to take up my pen; and, without pretending to more |, 
than the sincerity of Mr. Pearson, who has spent £3000 and 
10,000 hours, for the purpose of “ planting a tree,” I may, at least, 
expect that as favourable a construction will be put upon my efforts 
as upon those of other “ patriots,” though I have not yet resolved 
upon the formation of an “ arboretum.” Meanwhile, the friends 
of truth and the public weal need suffer no anxiety whatever on my 
behalf. Iam quite able to defend myself, and draw my origin 








your readers, I feel that they, at least, have a right in return to 
know something of the motives which actuate my present conduct. 
| Po those who are acquainted with habits of research and industry, 
|I need say little more than that custom has become with me a 
| second nature, and the necessity of employment a mere instinctive 
impulse, which, like the vibration of a pendulum, maintains motion 
in that which moves it. To others I may appeal by pointing out 
|the numerous and novel inquiries connected with the strange 
assertions of the cheap-gas advocates, and the very suspicious 


| Chartered Companies, and sworn ,to before a parliamentary com- 
| Mittee. 
| by the case of Messrs. Tallis and Co.? If, however, all these should 
seem insufficient to explain my assumption of so onerous a duty 


|, as that which now occupies me, I beg to declare that for many 





ae r 7 ‘ : : 
| Daily Record of Observations upon the Gases mentioned below, the specific gravity being taken by means of an air pump and flask with 
a delicate balance, the canioveiion by bromine, and the illuminating power by a spermaceti candle, burning about 120 grains 








nature of the early experiments made upon the gas of the City and | 


Need I add, in addition, the startling facts brought to light | 


! 
sufficiently far north to have a taint of the thistle in my blood. 
“Nemo me impune lacessit.” Something has been whispered 
about a public testimonial ; but nothing in the world could be more | 
disagreeable, 1 may say repugnant, to my feelings. ‘This, | can | 
assure my friends, is the only result that either has, or ever will be, | 
produced by the late base attack upon me ; and | should be ex- | 
tremely sorry to find that so vile a beginning had any other than a) 
contemptuous and dishonourable end. ‘lime will produce the only |; 
testimonial needed. oe 
now proceed, as usual, to give a copy of my photometrical | 
diary, to which, for the first time, I have appended a brief table of | 
the relative money values of the different gases. ‘ihis table shall 
henceforth be continued. The Central gas, as usual, has been || 
| shamefully contaminated with carbonic acid during the past month: || 
| the Chartered retains its character for extreme purity. | 


1 
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| 
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j 
per hour, but always reduced to this gravity by calculation. | 
| CENTRAL COMPANY. H CITY COMPANY. I CHARTERED COMPANY. 
Date. | Specific | Iiuminating Power | Condene I Specific | THuminating Power | Conden- Specific Illuminating Power Conden- | 
| | Gravity. | in Standard Candles. sation. i Gravity. ' in Standard Candles. | sation. Gravity. | in Standard Candles. sation, 
| scat ! —— Ss | 
Oct. 11 | ‘400 | 121 3°5 | 405 | 198 3°8 "403 12°9 | 38 | 
| 12 | = *403 | Bs 35 | "404 | 12°8 38 | *403 29060 | 88 
13 | “4020 | 121 35 | ‘410 | I31 4 || “409 32 | 
la | 403 | 117 | 34 {| °404 12°7 | 3s |} “409 13° | 4 | 
15 {| “40000 | (122 3°5 | "412 13°2 } 4 ||  *404 12°8 ze. it 
16 | *400 11°9 3°4 ; °404 12°7 3°9 ;  *406 13°2 4°] F 
is | °405 | 12°3 36 | ‘404 =| 12% i 38 407 «=| = =13°2 {| 41 
19 | +400 12° 3°5 | 405 | 427 | 39 | ‘409 | 13% | 4 
20 | *402 12'1 | 3°6 | 404 | 128 4° | *406 | 13° | tl 
21 "40000 {121 | 36 | ‘400 12°4 3°8 "409 13°5 | 42 | 
22 404 | 126 ; 3S {| ‘406 12°9 39 =| “407° | 13°2 ; 
23 “412 11°9 | 3°6 | *406 12°5 3°8 ;, “410 j 13°6 4°2 i 
25 *400 117 3°5 | °404 12°3 3s | 402——s| 126 ; 38 r 
26 "390 114 33 «|| *400 12°2 37 || *400 | 121 = :: 
27 "408 12°4 | 3°7 "417 14°] 4°2 | *408 13°6 | 4°l 
28 =| °407 12°4 3°7 |  °400 13°3 4° ii "409 14°9 | 4°3 
29 | *400 11°9 {| 35 | °405 13°9 42 || "405 13°2 | ¢ 
30 412 #| 197 | 37 | 404 13°] 4° | 405 | 13° | ¢ 
Nov. 1 415 | 13°4 ) 4 | 417 | 15°2 43 | ‘413 | 149 |} 43 i 
i| 2 "414 13°4 4° *412 - 14°6 4°2 "407 13°7 4°2 
| 3 402 |) 12°5 37 4 ‘403 | 14 42 407, | 135 4° 
| 4 "397, | 117 ; 34 4 ‘411 | 14° 4°3 404 =| = 13°28 4° { 
| 5 | 9 6 (is ; 39 | ‘410 | 4144 |; 43 ‘412 | 2 146 | 42 
$$ | ww 6|lUts hChUL]l88hCUTlCl tte Class 41 406 13300 | 4 
i ‘soe; | 36 4062 | 13°2 | 4 406 =| 3=-133 4° 
‘ee, ee 404] 312 } 3 401 =| = 13°2 3" 
AVERAGE | *402 | 12°1 | 36 | *406 15°2 3°9 "406 13°3 4° | 





General or Monthly Average of the Heating Power of the Gases 
supplied to ihe City of London by the Gas Companies mentioned, | 
between the 10th of October and the 9th of November inclusive. 

Grains of Water evayorated by 


l cubic foot of Gas burnt at the 
rate of 10 cubic feet per hour. 


Ciry CoMPANY......... ina atedacowaniiess 2805 
CHARTERED CoMPANY ..... mnaned eee 2822 | 
CENTRAL COMPANY.......ccccccees - 2660 


No.7 a, Pancras-lane, City, Nov. 9, 1852. 





A TESTIMONIAL MANUFACTORY. 
| Srr,—It may interest, and perhaps benefit, some of your 
| readers to know that the canvassers and agents of a large London 
manufacturer of gas meters, offer, as some inducement to do 
| business with their house, to procure testimonials from the “ Sheriff 


| 
| 
' 





To obtain a Light equal to 250 standard spermaceti candles, siz 
to the pound, aad each burning 120 grains per hour, it would | 
cost with the— |! 


CENTRAL GAS .....eceee 4s.0td 
RN IN ie eae is al 3s. Sd 
CHARTERED GAs ........ 3s. 73d. 


Therefore, if the actual worth of 1000 cubic feet of the Central |! 
as be taken at 4s., 
The Crry gas will be worth.. 4s. 33d. 
And the CHARTERED gas ... 4s. 4d. 
Lewis Tuompson, M.R.C.S., &c., Consulting Chemist. 


} 


} per 1000 cubic feet. 


of London” in favour of the party whose order is solicited, should 


| he be desirous of improving his position, or be seeking another || 


situation. I send you privately the name and address of the! 


| party, so that any one in want of “ testimonials” will know where | 


and how to apply. A Country MANAGER. 
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“egal Futelligence. 


| COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH.—Nov. 8. 
Sittings in Banco, before Lory CamrseLt, Mr. Justice CoLERIDGE, 
Mr. Justice WicuTman, and Mr. Justice Erte. 


THE QUEEN U, TALLIS. 
| The Arrornry-Generat (with whom was Mr. Francis) moved for 
a rule to show cause why acriminal information should not be granted 
‘against the defendant at the instance of Mr. Croll, one of the present 
sheriffs of London and sheriff of Middlesex, for a libel published on 
| Mr. Croll and very largely circulated. Mr. Croll was a large share- 
|holder in the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company, which had 
been incorporated in the year 1851, He was an engineer, and he sup- 
plied the company with gas manufactured by a process for which he 
|had obtained a patent. Mr. Tallis had at one time taken gas from 
the company, but he had discontinued doing so, and an action had 
been brought against him for the arrears which had been due for the 
gas supplied to him. That action was still pending. Mr. Croll was 
elected sheriff of London on Aug. 30. On Sept. 30 he gave the 
| sheriff's inauguration dinner at the London Tavern, which place had 
| been selected by Mr. Alderman Carter, his coadjutor in the office, 
Mr, Croll was first made aware of the publication of which he now 
| complained by a letter dated Oct. 22, enclosing a hanubill, and on the 
| following day he saw in the Times an advertisement, headed ‘* Im- 
| portant to Gas Consumers,” and announcing that that day was pub- 
| lished, and might be had gratis, an account of the circumstances out 
| of which arose the case of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company 
|v. Tallis. This purported to be a reply to an address issued by the 
| company; but Mr. Croll denied that he was aware of any publication 
of the company reflecting on the character of Mr, Tallis, and he said 
that, if there was any such publication, he had not been a party to it. 
Mr. Tallis’s paper said that the company had felt that something must 
be done to stop the growing cry of dissatisfaction at the increased 
cost of gas—that a little lying, boasting, and chicanery was not ob- 
jectionable in such matters—that the engineer of the company was 
the ho'der of 1250 shares, and that the proprietors had contrived to 
make their contractor sheriff. 

Lord Campnett: All this seems to be’mere general abuse. 

The Avrornuy-GeNeERAL said, It was so; and he did not apply on 
account of this part of the publication, but he had been obliged to 
notice it, in order to introduce and make intelligib'e the matter, in 
respect of which Mr. Croll sought the protection of the Court. The 
libel asked whether it was true that Mr. Croll had already begun to 
use his newly-acquired power by calling in aid the sheriffs’ dinner for 
his purposes ; and referring to the suit against Mr. Tallis by the com- 
pany, the libel went on to suggest that he might be skilful in cooking 
accounts, and to say, ** What chance have we in the City of London 
of a fair trial, with such a party striking the jury? Is it not possible 
that he may cook a jury panel?” 

Lord Campse i: There is no direct charge that he had done any- 
thing; there is merely a suggestion that he might do something that 
was wrong. 

The ArrorNney-GENERAL ob:erved that, although there was no 
direct charge in words, nobody could doubt that the charge was insi- 
nuated ; and, being insinuated as to his being acquainted with the 
mode of cooking accounts, it was asked whether there might not be a 
cooking of a jury panel. This was an insinuation as to the manner of 
| Mr, Croll discharging his public duties as sheriff, and it was on this 
| ground that he felt himself bound to ask for the protection of the 
| Court. 

Lord Campneti: But a man may be very innocent, though he is 
acquainted with wicked things. 
| The Arrorney-GrNERAL said that that was true, but he was not 
aware that the words ofa defamatory publication were as a matter of 
| law to be taken in mitiori sensu. Nobody could doubt that, although 
no direct charge was made, it was meant to be insinuated that he had 
| been a party to the cooking of accounts; and then it was intimated 
that he mightcook a jury panel—in other words, that he might be 
guilty of fraud in the discharge of his public duties. * 
| Lord Camprety: If the libel is really capable of bearing that mean- 
ing, then, considering the situation of Mr, Crotl, there is ground for 
our interfering.—Rule nist granted. 
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PENALTIES FOR OBSTRUCTING THE HIGHWAY, Ke. 
A number of labouring men, employed in laying the mains of the 
|new gas company at Sheffield, were brought before the magistrates, 
|on the 16th ult., charged under the Highway Act with breaking and 
| obstructing the highway. The magistrates on the bench were Samuel 
Butcher, E-q., 1. R. Barker, Esq., and John: Wilson Hawksworth, 
| Esq. Mr. Willitm Overend, barrister-at-law, appeared in support 


| TOWNHALL, SHEFFIELD. 
| 


| * The following is a copy of the paragraph in Messrs. Tallis and Co.’s 
| late address, upon which these proceedings are founded :— 
| * By the way, Mr. Sheriff Croll, is it true that you have already begun 
to use your newly-acquired power for the benefit of the company, by calling 
|in aid even ‘a sheriffs’ dinner?’ Is it true that the proprietors of the 
| London ‘Tavern are your tenants of a week gone—ay, since you were 
appointed sherifi—and was any conceivable alternative prospect ‘ looming 
| in the distance’ held up for their inspection ?—‘ We pause for a reply ’— 
| knowing that the Chartered Company did supply that respectable esta- 
| blishment. And, should we get no reply, we would beg to ask if such 
| arbitrary proceedings as th se are enacted in order to bring business to this 
| unfortunate company, what chance have we of a fair trial in the City of 
London with such a party to strike the jury list? Mr. Croll, in his eon- 
nection with the Great Central Company, is not unacquainted with the 
| mode of cooking accounts, is it not possible to cook a jury panel? If such 
parm 3 be, it will be incumbent on us to change the venue in the coming 
| rial. 








of the information; Messrs. H. Vickers and A. C. Branson, the | 
solicitors to the new gas company, appeared for the defendants in the | 
first case, and Mr, Fernell defended in a subsequent case. 

The first case that was taken was against Thomas Wheelhouse, | 
labourer. He was charged in the information with having on Oct. 11, 
in the township of Brightside Bierlow, unlawfully caused injury and 
damage to be done to a certain highway there situated, called 
Neepsend-lane, by breaking up and cutting into the said highway, 
contrary to the statute, ‘The information was laid by Mr. Thomas 
Roberts, accountant (the secretary to the old gas company). 

Mr. Vickers, at the commencement of the proceedings, asked for 
an adjournment. He said he was not instructed till past twelve 
o’clock that day, and he had not had time to prepare an answer in a 
case of so much importance. 

Mr. OverENpD said it was a very simple case—one of the most 
simple ever brought before a court. 

Mr. Branson: Only a barrister happens to be retained in it. 

Mr. Overenp: Bat one barrister ought not to be more than a 
match for two attorneys. Pray, let me know whether I am to answer 
Mr. Vickers or Mr. Branson, 

Mr. Vickers, after some parleying, said that he appeared. Mr. 
Branson remained, however, and assisted Mr, Vickers in taking down 
the evidence, &c. Mr. Vickers renewed his application for an ad- 
journment. The summons, he said, was served only yesterday, and 
it was the practice to allow at least 24 hours’ notice. 

Mr. Overenp strenuously opposed an adjournment, particularly 
because the defendant was still continuing the offence of breaking up 
the highway. 

Mr. Burcuer said, the Bench were of opinion that there was not 
sufficient reason for an adjournment. It appeared that the summons 
wes served on the previous day at twelve o'clock, and it was no fault 
of the complainant if Mr. Vickers was not instructed sooner than 
he was, 

Mr. Overenp then proceeded with his case. The information, he 
said, was laid under an act of Parliament which was familiar to the ° 
bench—the 5th and 6th Wm. IV., c. 50, called the General Highway 
Act. The 72nd section of that act provided that if any person 
should ride upon any footpath or causeway, or should lead or drive 
any horse, ass, cattle, &c., carriage, &c., upon any such footpath, or 
cause any injury or damage to be done to the said highway, or the 
hedges, posts, rails, wails, or fences thereof, or wilfully destroy or 
injure the surface of any highway, or make or assist in making any 
fire within 50 feet of the centre of such highway or cartway, or wil- 
fully obstruct the free passage of any such highway—every person so 
offending should for every offence forfeit and pay any sum not 
excceding 40s. over and above the damage occasioned thereby. Mr. 
Overend said that what they charged the defendant with was, with 
having caused injury to the said highway. 

Mr. Vickers here took the objection that the only person who 
could lay an information for damage or injury to the highway was 
the surveyor of the highways or the highway board, inasmuch as the 
freehold of the soil was for the purposes of the public vested in the 
highway board for the time being. ‘The surveyor was the only person 
recognised as a guardian of the highways. If the information had 
been for obstructing the highway so as to prevent an individual from 
passing, or to inconvenience him, that would have been another 
matter. But this was an injury to the highway, or it was nothing. 
It was not alleged that Mr. Roberts had sufiered any damage or 
inconvenience. According to the section of the act under which the , 
information was laid, it was plain that the penalty was distinct from 
the damage; and, if the bench should convict on the infurmation of a 
common informer, they would be awarding a sum as compensation 
for damage which would have to be paid to the board of highways, 
though they had not complained of any damage. They were the only 
persons who were damaged and that could estimate the damage, and 
the only persons who were to repair it. 

Mr, Overenp said, he had come prepared for some novelty, but not 
for such a novel assertion as that by a gentleman in the legal pro- 
fession. Would any legal man assert that any member of the public 
could not either prefer an indictment, or make a complaint under the 
Highway Act, for a nuisance on the highway? He certainly was not 
prepared for that, nor for the statement that the soil of the highway 
was vested in the board of highways or the surveyor. A highway 
implied a right of passage along the surface of the soil, and the soul 
did not belong to the highway board, but to the lord of the manor in 
some cases, and to the owner of the adjoining soil in the other; and 
when a portion of a highway was stopped up, as it frequently was, 
instead of continuing in the possession of the board of highways, it 
passed over to its original owner. If any doubt were allowed to exist 
as to the ownership of the soil, it might lead to great difficulty here- 
after, because it might be that the part of the highway in question 
would be stopped up at some time, and then parties might still claim 
to interfere with the soil. Mr. Vickers had said that this was merely 
an injury to the highway, not to any member of the public, So it 
was. It it were not, an information could not have been laid. But 
this information fairly came within the act of Parliament. If the act | 
had intended that no one but the surveyor should lay an information 
for such injury, there would have been some express words to that 
effect ; but there was no such limitation. ‘There was, however, some 
such person as an informer mentioned in the act. The 103rd section | 
said that the penalties should be paid, ** the one-half to the informer 
and the other half to the surveyor of the parish.” 

Mr. Vickers said, the informer meant the surveyor. | 

Mr, Overenp: ‘The informer was there mentioned as distinct 
from the surveyor, and it was not likely that they were the | 
same person. The clause went on to say that the surveyor’s half of | 
the penalty should be applied towards the repair of the high- 
ways; but, ‘‘in case the surveyor shall be the informer, then the || 
whole shall be supplied towards the repair of such highway.” That | 
looked as if a person other than the surveyor might be the informer. i 
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The offence was in the nature of a nuisance. It was a statuable 
offence, and an interference with the enjoyment of a public highway, 
and the act had provided that the offender should be summarily con- 
victed in a penalty of 40s. Now, if a man committed an offence 
against the law, what reason was there for saying that any one should 
not obtain redress? This was not an offence against the surveyor, but 
against the public. Every one that went along the highway had a 
right to have it in perfect condition, and any one who put itin a wrong 
position did an injury to the public, 

Mr. Vickers said, Mr. Overend was arguing a case that was not 
upon that information, He would admit that a person injured by the 
act complained of might be the informer. 

Mr. Ovenxenp: I am alleging injury to the highway. 

Mr. Vickers: And there is no individual proved to be damaged. 

Mr. Overenp said, it was an injury to the highway, and the high- 
way belonged to the public. But this was not a civil tribunal. Mr. 
Vickers mistook the point when he said that the individual who was 
injured could come before that tribunal for compensation. ‘That was 
not so. He must go to the county court for compensation. Any 
person might lay an information under the Highway Act, or any one 
might indict. Perhaps Mr. Vickers might say that no one might 
indict but the surveyor; but that would be new doctrine. In this 
case the public was damaged, not the surveyor, by the obstruction of 
the highway. The question of whether the freehold of the soil was 
in the highway board was not material for this argument; the real 
question was, whether the fact of the surveyor not having laid this 
| information was material. There was not a word in the statute to the 
effect that the surveyor should lay the information, This was an 
offence against the public: the whole of the public were interested ; 
and he, on behalf of Mr. Thomas Roberts, as the representative of the 
public, had to ask the bench to hear the information, and, if it were 
proved, to convict the defendant. 

Mr. Vickers claimed, under Jervis’s Act, the right to reply to 
Mr. Overend’s argument before the bench agreed to hear the 
information. 
| Mr. Overenp objected. 
| 





The Bencu decided to hear the information : upon which, 
of it, that I 





|| Mr. Vickers said: I hope the Bench will take a note 
|| asked to be allowed to reply. 
|| Mr. Overenp: You may reply now. 
|| Mr, Vickers: It is too late now; the decision is given. 
|| Mr. Fernez: I appear for the defendant Flannagan, and I shall 
claim the right, 
| Mr. Overenp then proceeded to state the case against the defendant 
| Wheelhouse. He should prove, as to Wheelhouse, that he was in 
Neepsend-lane on the 11th ult., digging up a portion of the road 
opposite to a house in the occupation of Samuel Mills. He should 
' show that a trench to a considerable depth was made, and that he 
and other persons had been engaged digging that trench. He should 
show that it was a highway, and that tie digging of that trench was 
an injury and a damage to the highway. ‘That would be the simple 
case that he should have to present to the court; and if he succeeded 
in establishing that—if he should show that it was done without any 
legal right—it would be the duty of the bench to convict the party 
' who had committed that offence. He should not claim to reply upon 
Mr. Vickers’s case; he should, therefore, make certain observations 
now, anticipatory of anything like a defence that might be made to 
the simple case that he should present to the court. He believed that 
the only defence that could be brought forward in behalf of the man 
was, first, that he was acting as agent for a new company which exists 
in this town, called the Gas Consumers’ Company; secondly, that 
' they had authority from the highway board to do the acts that have 
| been done; and thirdly, that they had power under the Joint-Stock 
Companies’ Act and their deed of settlement to do that which had 
| been done by this man. But he did not know whether it would be 
admitted that the man was an agent of the new gas company. If not, 
| his (Mr. Overend’s) argument would fall tothe ground. But he would 
| assume that the defendant would be recognised as their servant, espe- 
, cially as Mr. Vickers had come forward as the representative of that 
company. Then the first question was, what were the points of 
defence upon which the new gas company would take their stand? 
| It was well known to the bench that there had been some altercation 
|, between a certain new gas company and the old gas company; that 
!there had been interviews between the representatives of the two 
|companies and the magistrates; and that a certain document had 
| been sent to the magistrates of which that which he now held in his 
|| hand was a copy (the small printed list of resolutions passed by the 
new gas company’s directors on Monday, the 11th ult.). 
Mr. Vicxexs objected to the admission of the document. 
| Mr. Overenp cited Jervis’s Act to show that he should not be at 
liberty to reply upon the evidence of the defendant, and, therefore, he 
|contended that he should have to assume what that evidence would 
be, and reply to it accordingly. He shou'd be able to prove that the 
| new company had made that statement (the statement contained in the 
| small bill) to the magistrates as the foundation for their defence. In 
that document the new company stated a variety of circumstances 
that gave their servants a right to do that act which was now com- 
| plained of. They stated, in the first place, that “* The town council 
|resolved to support this company and to render it ali the facilities in 
| their power, and also recommended all the other public bodies in the 
| town to do the same.”” But he did not know that they relied much 
upon that. Of course they did not mean to say that the town council 
| had power to authorise any one to do anything in the streets. The 
{next point was, that ‘‘The vestry meetings of the townships of 
| Sheffield, Ecclesa!l, Nether Hallam, and Brightside, held las: March, 
|instructed and empowered their respective highway bvards to allow 
| this company to lay its mains and service-pipes in the streets and 
| highways of their several townships,” and “ the highway boards have 
| given their consents to this company, in accordance with the resolu- 
| tion of the vestries.”” He should be glad to find Mr. Vickers prepared 
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to prove such consents. But he very much doubted that, unless the | 
highway boards had got a sufficient indemnity, But, supposing they || 
had given their consent, it was a matter of no importance whatever, 
for the highway boards had merely the power to repair the highways; 


; the soil was not invested in them; therefore, that consent was the 


| enable persons the more easily to trade as a corporation. 
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most idie nonsense that could be conceived. If the highway board 
were to be at liberty to dig up the highway except for its repair, 
within what limits were they to be confined? “hey might as properly 
give parties leave to dig up the highway for coal, or to make a canal, 
3ut the law was as simple as possible, Nothing was more clear than 
that the power of the highway boards was merely to repair the surface 
of the roads. ‘They cannot do more themselves, and, therefore, they 
cannot give authority to others to do more. But they say, * This 
compiny was provisionally registered under the Joint-Stock Com- 
panies Act on Sept. 20, 1851, and ¢ompletely registered on Feb. 10, 
1852 ;"’ and this document recites various sections of the Joint-Stock 
Con.panies’ Act, the preamble of the deed of settlement, and the 
registry of proof of the deed of settlement; and it goes on to say 
that the company is empowered, amongst other things, “ to perform 
all other acts necessary for carrying into effect the purposes of such 
company, &c, &c.;”’ those purposes being “the laying mains and 
service-pipes in the streets and highways of Sheffield, necessary 
for carrying into effect the purposes of this company.” Now, 
as he presumed that the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act would 
be pleaded in defence, he would ask, what was the Joint Stock 
Companies’ Aci? That act, it was well known, was passed to 
It was , 
called ‘An act for the registration, incorporation, and regulation of 
Joint-Stock Companies ;’’ and the recital of the act says :—‘* Whereas 
it is expedient to make provision for the due registration of joint- 
stock companies during the formation and subsistence thereof, and 
also, after such complete registration as is hereinafter mentioned, to), 
invest such companics with the qualifications and incidents of corpo- 
rations, with some modifications, and subject to certain conditions 
and regulations,” And sect. 2 says that the act shall apply to every 
joint-stock company for any commercial purpose or for any purpose, 
of profit, or for the purpose of insurance or assurance (except certain 
companies, &c., that are excluded); and that the term joint-stock 
company shall comprehend every partnership whereof the capital is 
divided into shares; provided, nevertheless, that the act shall not 
extend to certain companies specified, such as railway and canal com- || 
panies, &c. &c., which require the epecial authority of Parliament. 
He was quite willing to admit that amongst these exceptions gas’ 
companies were not included; and he understood that an argument 
was going to be founded on that, to the effect that the Joint-Stock 
Companies’ Act applied to gas companies. He would explain how 
it happened that gas companies were omitted from the exceptiuns to 
which the Joint-Stock Companies’. Act did not apply. ‘There were | 
such things as standing orders in Parliament, and when the standing 
orders .which included the companies comprised in those exceptions 
were originally framed there was no such thing in existence as gas 
works. ‘They were not known then. ' 

Mr. Vickers remarked that the standing orders had been re- 
enacted every year since then. 

Mr. OverEnp: He wou'd explain how the accidental omission of 
gas companies occurred. There were two lots of standing orders. In 
the first lot they were obliged to give compulsory powers to enter 
land, but in the second lot no compulsory powers were granted. || 
And, as Mr, Vickers said, those standing orders had been repeated 
year after year without observation, and the very words of the first || 
clause of the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act, omitting gas companies, | | 
have been introduced into bilis year after year without observation. |! 
But it was beside the point whether the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act ! 
applied to gas companies or not. He would admit that it did. 

Mr. Vickers remarked that there were 600 gas companies existing 
under the Joint-stock Companies’ Act. 

Mr. Overenp then made a running analysis of the Joint-Stock | 
Companies’ Act, enumerating the various powers which it conferred | 
(none of which, he said, were compulsory), and particularly empha- | 
sising this passage in the act:—* And, also, to pe:furm all other acts 
necessary for carrying into effect the purposes of such company, and | 
in all respects as other partnerships are entitled to do.’ He then quoted | 
the small handbill referred to above, put out by the new gas company, 
and remarked that the directors of the new company had quoted the 
words of the act, to the effect that the Joint-Stock Companivs’ Act 
empowered them “to perform all other acts necessary for carrying | 
into effect the purposes of such company,” but that they had omitied | 
this important qualification, “as other portnerships are entitled to | 
do.” They had purposely, wilfully, and deliberately, he said, with- | 
held from the public that manifest declaration which they knew would 
have frustrated altogether the object of their handbill. For his part, 
he should have felt excessively ashamed to put out a statement like 
that, for the purpose of giving on the face of it a meaning to a portion |. 
of an act of Parliament which it could not for a moment have borne |! 
had the omitted part been given also. ‘Lhe very fact of their omitung 
that particular passage —— |} 

Mr. Burcner, interrupting Mr. Overend, said that that had nothing | 
to do with the case. 1] 

Mr. OverENpD submitted that it had to do with the case, as showing 
the view that the new company itself took of the meaning of the 


| 
| 


| 





clause in question. They had omitted the words which gave an 
interpretation to the clause which they had quoted. || 
Mr. Vickers contended that the printed document from which’ } 


Mr, Overend was quoting had nothing whatever to do with the case || 
against the defendant, Wheelhouse. || 
Mr, OvEREND continued to combat the inference that the new gas || 
company had an unrestricted right to do anything that was necessury 
for carrying their purposes into effect, and he argued that the clause 
from which that interence was drawn was merely intended to apply to} 
the registration and the internal management of the company, and not 
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to confer powers interfering with the rights of the public. Supposing, 
| he said, that the new company were to say that they could not proceed 
|| without a certain piece of land which the owner would not sell, would 
| it be contended that they could compel the giving up of the land? 
Or, if they were to say that they could not manufacture gas without 
creating a stench, were they to be exempt from indictment for nuisance? 
Yet, according to his friend’s argument, they would, under that 
beautiful clause, be competent to do anything they pleased for the 
purpose of carrying the object of the company into effect. 

Mr. Vickrrs remarked that, if the old company did any such an 
act as that charged against the present defendant, they would be 
liable to the same proceedings; and, that being so, they would have 
plenty of informations against them. 

Mr. Overenp said that they would be prepared for them. He then 
briefly recapitulated his arguments, after which he observed that he 
wished the town to have as cheap gas as it could get, either by the 
new company or the old company, but he had astronger desire that 
the law should be upheld, and that the magistrates should maintain 
that high position which they had already obtained, and which placed 
them in striking contrast with those judicial powers in other countries 
that were swayed by the popular will. He would say no more, further 
than to beg of them to protect the public, and adopt such a course as 
would prevent any further violation of the law. 

Mr. George Gilchrist, assistant to Mr. F. Wever, clerk to the highway 
board of Brightside, proved that Neepsend-lane was a public highway 
in the township of Brightside Bierlow. 

Mr. John Serles Lade, draughtsman, in the service of the Sheffield 
United Gas Light Company, said he had been instructed to watch the 
operations of the new gas company at Neepsend. On Oct. 11, at 
half. past nine o’clock in the morning, he saw the defendant breaking 
up the road in Neepsend-lane, opposite to a house in the occupation 
of Samuel Mills, Defendant was working there the whole of the day. 
He and other persons opened a trench about thirty yards long, five 
feet deep, and from three to three feet and a half wide. He estimated 
| the damage done by defendant at Is. 
|| Mr. Branson: How wide is the highway? 
tl Mr. OverEenp: Stop, stop! That will not do. 
| Mr, Branson: You will not compliment me so far as to object? 

Mr. Overenp: Certainly I will. 

Mr. Vickers then proceeded to cross-examine the witness. He 
remained there till the pipes were laid in the trench and jointed, and 
the trench filled up. Was instructed to watch the operations of the 
new company by Mr. Unwin, managing director of the old company. 
Had seen Mr. Chapman, the assistant surveyor for Brightside, watching 
the new company’s men dig the trenches at Neepsend, but could not 
positively say whether he was there on Oct. 11. Never complained 
to Mr. Chapman nor to the highway board of what was going on. 
| Never heard any one complain to the surveyor. The trench was 
opened on the footpath, and the soil thrown out of it interfered with 
the passage of the road. Had never told Mr. Watson that the new 
company’s men had done uo harm. The progress of the work was 
delayed by some sewers, but the men filled up the trenches as sy eedily 
as they could under the circumstances. Neepsend-lane at that part 
was about as broad as Dixon-lane. The traffic passed along the road 
with difficulty. Did not hear any one complain to Mr, Chapman, 
but heard several persons complain of the inconvenience of having 
the trench open. Heard Mr. Henry Mills complain on Oct. 7. 

The cross-examination of the witness having been concluded, 

Mr. Overenp said: That is my case, gentlemen. 

— Vickers: I should like to put a question to the witness Gil- 
christ. 
| Mr, Overenn: I cannot consent to that. You may call him as 
| your witness, and then I shall have the opportunity of cross-examining 
| him. 
Mr. Vickers: No, I would rather not. I will ask the bench to 
put this question: Whether he knows that the board or any surveyor 
| has given consent to the new gas company to open the highway ? 
Mr. Gilchrist: I have not heard anything of it, 
Mr. Vickers then addressed the bench. He submitted that the 
complainant had failed to make out a case, and mainly because there 
| had been no estimate of the damage—[Mr, OverEND: The damages 
are ls.]—by the person alone competent to assess that damage—the 
surveyor of the highways, to whom it must be paid. The road had 
' been made good again either by the defendant or Mr. Watson, and 
| the obstruction was, at the most, only temporary. There was nothing 
to show that the information was by the authority of the highway 
surveyors; and this was an attempt by the old gas company to get by 
a court below what they could not get by the court above. 

Mr. Overenp: If you say so, I will put in the judgment. 

Mr, Vicxers: They must fail, because the board of highways were 
the only competent persons to bring that complaint. He made that 
ebjection. 

Mr. OverenD: No, no! Make your speech. 

Mr. Burcuer: Do you call any witnesses ? 

Mr. Vickers declined to call any witnesses. He declined to go 
into the case because of the objection he had raised. 

The Bench then withdrew, and returned into court in about five 
minutes, 

Mr. Burcuer said : The bench convicts the defendant : damages Is., 
fine 40s., and costs 4s, In default of payment, to be levied upon his 
' govds by distress. 
(| Mr. Vickers: We shall give notice of appeal at the sessions. 

Mr. Burcnen: In default of goods to distrain upon, the defendant 
|| will be committed for one month. 

The next case was against William Flannegan. Mr. Fernell 
appeared for him. 

Mr. OvEREND said, the circumstances in this case were precisely the 
same as in the former, It had been said, that these were proceedings 
of the old gas company against the new gas company. He was bound 








to admit that the old gas company was much interested in them, and 
that it was their servant who had laid the information. 

Mr. Barker: We have nothing to do with that; we have only to 
carry out the law. 

Mr. Gilchrist deposed, as in the previous case, that Neepsend-lane 
was a highway, and that it was in the township of Brightside Bierlow, 
and within the borough of Sheffield. He was cross-examined at 
length as to whether he did not know that the Brightside board of 
highways, or Mr. Henry Bagshaw, a member of the board, had given | 
consent for Neepsend-lane to be opened. He said he knew of no such 
consent. 

Mr, Lade said, that about a quarter before nine o’clock on the 
morning of Oct. 12, he saw the defendant breaking up the road in. 
front of the gate of Messrs. Shepherd, Green, and Hatfield, brewers, in | 
Neepsend-lane. He was assisting to dig a trench. Could not say | 
what damage was done by the defendant. 

Mr. FERNELL cross-examined witness rigorously as to the identity | 
of defendant. Witness, however, pointed out the defendant from | 
amongst several other labourers in the court. Mr. Fernell, referring | 
to the fact that the defendant had some time before drawn attention | 
to himself by making an observation, said that if he had not done so, 
Mr. Lade would not have been able to identify him. | 

Mr, FERNELL (to witness): Have you not said that the new gas 
company’s men had done no damage at all ? | 

Witness : Yes, so far as regards our service-pipes. . 

Mr. Barker: You will make this a question as between the two 
companies. We are not adjudicating between thetwo companies. 

Mr. Ferneti: But when I see a servant of the old gas company 
proceeding against this poor man, it is my duty to protect him as well 
as Ican. I am the owner of property myself, and it appears that, if I 
were to break open a sewer, I should be liable to a summons. 

Mr. OvrnEenD: No doubt of it. 

Mr. Fernett: I had hoped that, as you had obtained a conviction 
in the previous case, you would have abandoned this. 

Mr. Overenp : It is my intention to say something to the bench at 
the close of the case about your man, and if you will plead guilty I 
will tell you what we will do. We have not come here to enforce | 
penalties, What we want is a discontinuance of these proceedings. | 
I shall be glad to have the penalties suspended if he will desist from 
such proceedings. 

Mr. Fernewu: I cannot consent. 
cheese. 

Mr. OverEenp: But not by illegal acts. 

Mr. J. Brigley, draughtsman, in the service of the Sheffield United 
Gas Light Company, said that he also saw the defendant breaking up 
the road in Neepsend-lane on the morning in question. He asked 
defendant his name, and he told him. 

This concluded the case for the complainant. | 

Mr. FErneE.t, in addressing the bench, asked if the defendant was 
to be punished for causing a mere temporary injury. If he was, then | 
a man who took down a building, though with the consent of the | 
highway board, and obstructed the footpath, would also be liable to | 


fine. If the defendant was to be picked out and made a tool of for | 
the purpose of certain companies, no poor man would be safe, 





| 


The man must get his bread and 


If he) 
should be fined, he (Mr. Fernell) would advise every one belonging to 
the new gas company to watch every person connected with the old | 
gas company, and see that they did no injury to the highway. In this | 
case no vbstruction had been proved, and the information had been | 
laid for no other purpose than to get a conviction against him, It! 
would be depriving him of his daily bread. If that proceeding were | 
to be maintained, there would be no safety for the owners of property 
in opening a sewer in the high road. He would call Mr. Chapman 
to prove that he had consented to the opening of the road. And, 
though that consent was given for laying gas-pipes, that was a 
matter into which the bench were not to inquire. || 

Mr. [euben Chapman was then called to prove that he had given the || 
customary consent to the defendant’s employers to open the trench |/ 
in Neepsend- lane. | | 

Mr. Overenp objected that the custom could not be evidence, || 
inasmuch as the custom was illegal. 

Witness said that the board gave a written consent, and Mr. Fernell |; 
produced it. || 

Mr. OverEenpd objected. The minute of the board ought to be/} 
produced. If Mr. Fernell wished him to lay an information against 
Mr. Chapman because the defendant had acted by his authority, he || 
(Mr. Overend) would do so at once, } 

In answer to Mr. FeERNELL, | 

Mr. Chapman said he had the authority of the board to give consent | 
for any one to break up the highways for the purpose of sewage, &c. || 

Mr. Overenp: Then am I to understand that the defendant acted || 
as your servant ? 

Witness: Certainly not. 

The case having been closed, the Bench retired, and returned into 
court in a few minutes. 

Mr. Barker said, they had determined to convict the defendant in 
the same penalty as was levied in the previous case. 

Mr. Fernett hoped the bench would mitigate the penalty. The 
man was a poor man, and was not backed by the gas company. 

Mr. Barker said that it had been thought best to decide each case 
in precisely the same way. Flannaghan was working in the same 
trench with Wheelhouse. To make a distinction would be making a 
distinction where there was no difference. 

Mr. Fexnetu: I had thought they would have abandoned this case. 

Mr, Overenp: We'll talk about that afterwards. 

Mr. Overenp said that the next case was against a man called 
Tiomas Popplewell, for lighting a fire within 50 feet of the centre of 
the carriage-way. ‘The defendant admitted that he did mend the fire, 
but said he did not light it. 

Mr. Overenp said, it would not be necessary to prove his case. He 
contended that mending a fire was virtually lighting it. 
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Mr. Butcuer: We shall convict him in a fine of 40s. 

Henry Hibbert did not appear; and the complainant not being able 
to prove the service of the summons, owing to the absence of the 
policeman who served it, the summons was withdrawn. 


Miscellaneous News, 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 


The third half-yearly general meeting of the shareholders in this 
company was held at the London Tavern on Friday evening, Oct. 29, 
for the purpose of declaring the dividends and balancing the quarterly 
accounts, Mr. Thomas Dakin, chairman of the board of directors, 
presided. 

The Secretary having read the advertisement convening the 
mecting, the common seal of the company was affixed to the register 
of proprietors. 

The Secretary then read the following Report of the Directors :-- 


** Gentlemen,—We deemed it desirable, on the recurrence of the second 
anniversary of supplying the City of London with gas, to issue an address 
to the consumers, in which we recapitulated the circumstances connected 
with the formation of the company, and briefly summed up the benefits 
which it has conferred; and laid before you, at some length, its present 
position and future prospects. ‘To this document we venture to hope that, 
in your double capacity of shareholders and consumers, you have given that 
attention which we believe it merits at your hands. As shareholders, you 
will gather from it that the company is progressing satisfactorily; and 
that, notwithstanding the large sum of £3909. 16s. 9d. has been paid in 
dividends for calls paid up, before the commencement of supply, the 
shareholders have received their dividend of 10 per cent. out of profits up 
to March, 1852, and that we now propose to declare a dividend of similar 
}}amount for the quarter ending June, 1852. The proprietors are already 
in possession of the usual statements of account, by which it will be seen 
there is an available balance of £4699. 19s. 10d. after the payment of all 
working expenses and the interest on deventures; and the directors now 
recommend that a dividend be declared at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum upon the share capital of the company for the quarter ending June, 
1852, and that it be payable on Monday next, Nov, 1. After the payment 
of this dividend, a surplus of £1058. 13s. 2d. will remain to the credit of 
the company, to be carried to the next half-year’s revenue account. In 
our report at the last half-yearly meeting, the following paragraph occurs: 
—‘ The board intend at the next half-yearly meeting to recommend that 
|| the dividend shall be declared for one quarter only, up to June next, and 
henceforward that it shall be declared haif-yeariy up to Dec. 31 and June 30 
in each year. By adopting this course we shall be able to appropriate the 
earnings of asummer and a winter quarter each half-year, and the dividend 
| will then be paid instanter, instead of being made payable, as is generally 
the case, at a future day. Another advantage resulting from this change 
will be, that time will be given for the official auditors to examine and 
certify the balance sheet when the next dividend is declared, as by the 
act of Parliament, the official auditors are appointed by the Court of 
Common Council in the month of December, to audit the account of the 
past year. This arrangement is rendered necessary by the fact, that the 
summer quarters of a gas company do not much more than defray the 
charges incident to its carrying on; aud it is to the two winter quarters 
we are to look for the fund from which the bulk of the dividend is pro- 
duced; and we have no doubt but the profits of the current quarter, when 














half-year ending December next, of 10 per cent. With regard to the 
capital account, the directors have, in conformity with the report of 
October, 1851, completed the works at Bow, on the scale then recom- 
mended and agreed to—namely, by bringing up the producing power to 
| 420 millions ; the storing power to 500 millions; the distributing power, 
| when the 36-inch main, now brought more than half-way, is completed, to 
| 800 millions; and the cost has approximated so nearly to the original 
|, estimate, that your engineer reports that the power of the works may be 
i brought up to the supply of the 720 millions which we estimated as the 
|| demand for the entire City at a cost not exceeding the £266,000, which 
|| the company’s act enables it to raise, notwithstanding the heavy charges 
j| to which we have since been exposed by opposition and litigation, We 

have issued, for the paying of these additional works, the remaining £6900 
of debentures, making the debenture capital of the company, upon which 
5 per cent. has to be paid, £66,000, and the share capital £150,000. ‘This 
sum of £216,000 will defray all charges incurred on the works, and we 
shall, in the month of December, be enabled to submit the closed capital 
account to the inspection of the official auditors. Your directors, prompted 
jem by motives of ultimate economy and a desire to have beyond the 
| reach of accident the means of efficiently performing the important service 
| of lighting the City, have now finished works capable of producing a rental 
| of about £67,000 per annum, without any further outlay and consequent 
| call for interest and dividends on capital, and without material augmenta- 
| tion of the expense of our staff and management; and they call upon you 
to join them in the strenuous efforts they intend to make so to increase the 
| present rental as to enable them to reduce the price of gas to the con- 
|sumer, Our increase during the present quarter has been 1586 lights; 
| but we feel that the gas consumers have it now in their own power to 
| determine, whether the price shall remain at 4s., or whether, by increasing 
the consumption, they will enable your directors to carry out the reduction 
they hope to effect. The directors append to this report the memorial 
addressed by them to the Commissioners of Sewers, upon the important 
subject of having the gas supplied to the City of London tested and 
recorded by an impartial officer, selected by the Common Council, and 
paid by the parties whose gas is submitted for examination. We are con- 
vinced that the gas administration of the City will not be placed upon a 
sound footing until this is accomplished; and when this is done, the public 
will be effectually protected, and the principal source of contention amongst 
the competing companies removed.’ ” 

The CuarkMan, in moving the adoption of the report, said, he did 
not know if he ever had greater satisfaction in meeting the share- 
holders of the company than he had on this occasion. Indeed, each 
succeeding half-year seemed to make his task more easy, while he 
marked with pleasure the successful progress of the company—a 
progress which he little dreamt of three years ago, when he took an 
active part in the struggles which now happily were closed, At that 
period he saw, in the Common Council, numerous petitions from the 
citizens of London placed on the table, complaining of the monopolies 




















joined to the past, will enable us to declare as usual a dividend for the | 


of the old companies, and had observed the ineffectual endeavours of 
the inhabitants to make those companies reduce the price of gas to 
the average price of other companies surrounding the City. Soon 
after that, it was his fate, as director of the Great Central Company, 
to commence a struggle for the reduction of the price of gas. Those 
events brought him into a rather prominent position. But when he 
saw the completion of their works—when he saw the company in pos- 
session of a rental of £40,000 a year, and that the directors could 
meet the shareholders half-yearly and direct their attention to the 
usufruct—that gave him great satisfaction. At the commencement | 
of the struggle, they had heard many prophecies of the failure of the | 
company. It had been described as a bubble company, which could | 
get no land for a site—which would never have sufficient funds to | 
construct works, nor consumers enough to pay a dividend; but time | 
had falsified those predictions; and the opponents of the company, | 
having now now no facts cn which to base their hostility, had had | 
recourse to unmeasured and scurrilous abuse. This abuse was grati- | 
fying to him, as evidence that he had been in some respects usetul in | 
carrying on the contest to a successful issue. (Cheers.) ‘The address | 
which they had just heard read informed them of the-completion of | 
their works and the closing of the capital account. ‘That must be) 
always a matter of congratulation to a company like this; it was one | 
of the cardinal points which the directors had always in view. The | 
official auditors of the Common Council, in November, would have 

access to the accounts; they would then have the complete capital 

account before them, to audit and investigate, and would report upon 

it. The revenue account was a source of great satisfaction to the 
directors. It applied only to the first year and a half of working; 

and, notwithstanding that the directors had to pay £3900 for interest | 
on calls before the workings were commenced, yet the revenue account | 
was placed on such a footing as afforded unmixed satisfaction. His | 
attention had been called that day to a letter which appeared in the | 
Morning Advertiser, Mr. Pearse, who was now present—(laughter) | 
—had called his attention to that letter; and they had all been greeted | 
on their arrival by agents placed at the door, who furnished copies of | 
it. Itcontained nine questions; and he hoped the shareholders would 
open those papers, while he answered the questions seriatim., He i! 
thought the directors could not do better than make a running com- | 
mentary on them, (Cheers.) At the last meeting, Mr. Pearse had 











proposed seventeen questions 

Mr. Pearse: Thirteen. : 

The Cuamman: Well, they had been now reduced to nine: they | 
had become “ fine by degrees and beautifully less.” (Laughter.) He i 
was the more disposed to attend to Mr. Pearse, for he was always 
very kind and courteous to him (Mr. Dakin), He had had several i 
opportunities of conversing with Mr. Pearse, and had always found } 
him open and candid, and had received from him some valuable 
information. Among other things he had learned from him that his | 
interest in the Chartered Gas Company amounted to £5000 or £6000, 
while his interest in the Great Central was only £10—a fact which 
would enable people to take with proper qualifications any statements | 
emanating from him against the Great Central. (Cheers.) He (Mr. 
Dakin) recollected meeting Mr. Pearse, about twelve months ago, in 
some part of Coruhill; and, in a conversation with him about the 
Chartered Gas Company and the dividends they paid, he was kind 
enough to state that the company he was then so largely interested 
in was only able to pay a dividend of 1} per cent. ‘There was Mr. 
Pearse—a large shareholder in the Chartered Gas Company, and who 
now appeared as their advocate—giving that precise information. | 
But, then, he added that they made it up to 4 per cent. out of the 
reserve fund. The use he (Mr. Dakin) would make of this informa- 
tion was, that, though it might have done, in monopoly times, to pay 
6 per cent. when the profits did not warrant such a dividend—and, 
by so doing, reduce the capital from £1,000,000 to £900,000, which it 
Was at present—such a system was inconsistent with the improved 
mode adopted by the Great Central. (Cheers.) He would now answer 
the nine questions seriatim, (Cheers.) 

Mr. Prarse: Will you allow me to hand you a copy? 

The Cuainman: Bless you, I have got four already. We have 
thrown our answers to those questions into the shape of a supple- 
mental report. 

The following Supplemental Report was then read :— 

“*‘ Gentlemen,—Our old opponent, Mr. Pearse, has published, in this 
day’s journal, a series of questions which he desires may be answered at 
this meeting. Mr, Pearse is a very large holder of shares in the Chartered | 
and other gas companies; he is also the holder of one £10*share in our 
company. He has the power of speech to a very great extent, and, at the | 
several meetings of gas consumers, has proved that he has no desire to 
hide his cendle under a bushel. He might, therefore, have put his ques- | 
tions vivd voce at the meeting, instead of spending the price of his share 
in advertising on the day when he knew he could not be answered through 
the same channel, 

“As, however, Mr. Pearse is an open and avowed supporter of all the 
old gas companies, and the opponent of all new ones, he shall have an 
answer to which anonymous slanderers are not entitled. We shall answer | 
his questions seriatim.” ; 

The Cuarrman: The deputy chairman will read the questions, and | 
I will read the answers. (Cheers.) This is a matter to which we 
wish you to give your serious attention. I take it that these ques- 
tions are not the production of Mr. Pearse, for he states that they have 
been sent to him; and I have no doubt they are the careful produc- 
tion of those by whom he has been employed. Of course it is to be 
presumed that our opponents have taken our weakest points. 

[The Deputy Chairman then proceeded to read the questions from 
a paper addressed to the shareholders of the Great Central Gas Con- 
sumers’ Company, and signed “ Lux Mrut Lauxvs,” and the Chairman 
read an answer to each question. The following are the questions 
and answers :]— 

Will any independent Shareholder take the trouble to elicit come informa- 
tion at the general meeting, to be held at the London Tavern on the 
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29th of October, upon the following points suggested by the Address 
and Balance Sheet just issued :— 

Question 1. Who is the ‘“‘ unprincipled person” alluded to in the address, 
as the publisher of ‘‘ fabricated and faithless tables,” in disparagement of 
the gas supplied by your company; and by whom was the rumour set afloat 
that they are so published “‘ with the countenance and at the cost” of the 
rival gas companies ? 

Answer 1. Mr. Lewis Thompson is the publisher of the “‘ fabricated and 
faithless tables,’’ of which we said in our late address, that we did not 
doubt, though we could not prove, that they, and other publications 
in disparagement of this company, were issued with the countenance 
and at the cost of the rival gas companies. We said so, because we 
know that Mr. Thompson is in the employment and pay of the old 
companies; we know that some of the scurrilous papers complained 

of were distributed by the gas inspectors, and likewise by one of the 
directors, of the Chartered Gas Company. 


|| Werepeat that the tables are fabricated and false. Mr. Thompson is 
| about shortly to appear in a court of justice, as a witness, when, out 
|| . of his own mouth, it will be set at rest, whether they do or do not 
|| merit the appellation we have given them. We know the result. 


Mr. Prarse: I have something to say upon that answer. (Uproar.) 
The Cuarrman: Allow me to go through the remaining questions 
first. (Hear, hear.) 


Q. 2. Why have the accounts, since Scpt. 30, 1851, not been audited by 

the official auditors app inted by the Court of Common Council ? 

A. 2. Our former reports answer the question why the official auditors 
have not audited the present account. Those gentlemen are annually 
appointed in December, to audit the accounts of the previous year; 
until that period shall arrive, they cannot take cognizance of the 
accounts of 1852. 


Q. 3. How does it arise that the profit on the quarter ending June 30, 
1852 (the only one given in the balance sheet), amounts to the small sum 
of £737. 4s. 3d., or less than one-half per cent. upon the paid-up capital of 
£150,000? 

(The gas rental for the quarter being £8607. 17s. 7d., and the cost of gas 
purchased, interest on loans and debentures, taxes, and the general ex- 
penses, amounting to £7870. 13s, 4d., the sum above mentioned remains 
as profit upon the quarter.) 

A. 3, It is not true, as stated in this question, that the profit of the June 

| tance! was only £727. 4s, 3d. To make it appear so, Mr. Pearse de- 
acts £336. 5s. 7d. income-tax to the previous March from the amount 

of the net profits, which should be £1063. 9s. 10d., after deducting all 
debentures, interest, and other charges applicable to the quarter. The 
answer to the insinuation which this question contains is best given 

by a sentence in our former report:—*‘ The produce of the summer 

} quarters of a gas company does not much more than defray the 
charges incident to its carrying on; it is to the two winter quarters to 











look for the fund from which the bulk of the dividend is produced.” 
Q. 4, Why does your gas now cost 2s. 27d. per 1000 feet, as measured 
at the consumers’ meters, when it is understood that Mr. Croll originally 
| undertook its manufacture at ls. 44d., with an allowance of one-sixth 
| additional for leakage (2jd.), making a total estimated cost of 1s.7{d. per 
| 1000 feet.? P 
£8607. 17s. 7d., the amount of the quarter’s gas rental, indicates a sal€ 
| of 43,039,400 feet of gas, the cost of manufacturing which is put down at 
£4798, 13s. 34., or 2s. 23d. per 1000 feet.) 
| A.4. It is not true, as insinuated in this question, that the gas costs 
23. 23d. _ The accounts, as rendered, prove that Mr. Croll is paid, as 
arranged by the original contract and estimate, ls. 44d. per 1000 
| cubic feet, with an allowance for leakage of 20 percent. upon the 
gross, or 25 per cent. on the net quantity accounted for at the con- 
sumer’s burner. Neither is it true, as stated, that the £8607. 17. 7d., 
| the produce of the gas sold, indicates a sale of 43,039,400 feet. ‘To 
| make this appear, Mr. Pearse suppresses the fact stated in our printed 
| account, that this sum includes the supply of the public lights, which 
is paid for at a lower rate than the private consumer pays. ‘The quan- 
| tity purchased and sold for private and public lights, for which the 
charge is made in the accounts, represents the quantity of gas actually 
supplied at ls, 9d. net. ; 
| The Cuarrman: The amount supplied by Mr. Croll, the contractor, 
|is an approximate sum; but at the end of the quarter the exact 
; amount is ascertained, and Mr. Croll is paid for every 1000 feet he 
|supplies. Mr. Croll, at the last half-yearly mecting, arranged to 
| supply the company with gas of a higher illuminating power, as the 
| directors may call for it, at the charge of 4d. per candle, to be charged 
| when the shareholders get a dividend beyond 10 per cent. 
| Q 5, What portion of the arrears of £14,063. 95.4.1., stated to be owing 
for gas on June 30, 1852, is due from persons who, like Messrs. J. Tallis 
and Co., deny the accuracy of the charge ? 
| (Of the above-mentioned sum, £8607. 17s. 74. only acerued during the 
nena quarter, so that £5455, 11s. 9d. must have been due ever since 
ady-cay, and ought to have been collected, if undisputed.) 

A, 5. No portion of the £14,063. 9s. 44, the amount of gas rent and 
arrears for the quarter ending June last, was due from persons like 
Messrs. Tallis. Gas accounts, amounting in the aggregate to £602, 
were then disputed as to amount; of this sum, the charze against 
Messrs. ‘Tallis is £237. Messrs. Tallis had refused either payment or 
arbitration, and drove us into a court of law to seek our rights, where 
the action is now pending. The other parties who questioned their 
accounts, acting in a different ‘spirit, have afforded opportunities for 
examinations and adjustment, and we have every reason to expect 
that, by making some abatement when from accidental causes mistakes 
have arisen, the whole will be amicably adjusted. In the mean time, 
we have pleasure in stating the following facts relating to these 
arrears of the £14,063, 9s, 4d.:—The greater portion represented the 
quarter’s rental not then in the course of collection; of the whole 
amount (including the £602), £2275. 10s. 5d. only now remains 
uncoliected. We have the gratification likewise to add, that our 
losses by bad debts and allowances for leakages, and the gross amount 
of disputed accounts, including Messrs. Tallis’s, during the seven 
quarters embraced in our several accounts, amount only to£i614. 3s. dd. 
upon a collected rental of £77,235. 

Q. 6. To what account are your law expenses, wear and tear of meters 

and service-pipes, and the general maintenance of works, carried ? 

(The capital account is larger by £7060. 4s. than it was on the previous 
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| 














quarter, although the works are stated to be capable of supplying more 


than double the quantity of gas for which customers have been secured.) 


A. 6. In answer to this question we reply—Mr. Croll, under his contract, 
defrays the charges for the general maintenance of the works. 


pany; the law expenses we were compelled to incur by the litigious 
opposition of Mr. Pearse’s company have been charged to the capital 
account, and will remain there—they were expenses incurred to put 
down a gigantic monopoly; posterity will share with the present race 
of consumers the benefits of this measure; it would be unfair to charge 


such a sum, for such a purpose, against the revenue account, to be | 


paid by those who endured the labours and risk of the opposition. 


Q.7. What was the amount of debentures issued up to Sept. 29, 1852? 
(The debentures issued up to June 30, were £49,100, being an increase 


of £11,500 during the quarter, and leaving only £6900 more to be issued | 


to exhaust the borrowing powers given by the act of Parliament.) 


A.7. The borrowing powers conferred by Parliament have been | 
exercised by the company for the purposes intended. Had the con- | 


sumers been permitted to form their company and construct their 
works without the violent opposition they experienced from the old 
gas companies, £20,000 of this sum might have been saved. 

Q.8. Is the £20,017. 17s. 9d., expended in preliminary expenses, to 
remain for ever to the debit of the capital account; or is the wholesome 
system of setting a portion of the profits aside for its gradual liquidation 
to be followed in your case ? 

A. 8. See answer to question 6. 

Q 9. Is there any truth in the rumour, that your directors, or their 
chairman, ever proposed to the City of London Gas Company, that they 
should reduce the quality of the gas supplied by them to the standard 
inserted in your own act of Parliament; and what answer was returned ? 

A.9. There is no truth in the rumour either originated or repeated in 

this question. Neither the chairman nor the directors of this com- 
pany have proposed to reduce the quality of the gas; on the contrary, 
they have urged upon their rivals the propriety of having the gas of 
all the companies tested in juxtaposition, so as to enable the con- 
sumers to deal with the company that will supply the best article at 
the cheapest price. (Cheers.) 


The 
meters are kept in repair for five years, clear of charge to the com- | 











The Cuarrman said, he had taken up a great deal of their time, but | 


he hoped that the questions which had been so unfairly put had been 
fairly answered, and that the document which he had read would put 
those objections at rest at once and for all. 1 L 
would now urge the shareholders to aid the directors in their 
strenuous endeavours to extend the circle of the company’s customers. 


Before sitting down, he | 


They had erected extensive works, by which they were now enabled | 
to supply 420,000,000 cubic feet of gas, which was 50 per cent. more | 


than they were at present supplying. Every additional 1000 feet they 
manufactured would go to swell the surplus earnings of the company ; 


and, as every item of charge was already provided for, the additional | 
profits would be applicable to the reduction of the price of gas, or any 


other purpose which the shareholders might sanction. (Cheers.) He 
(Mr. Dakin) felt that the address which had been read made it 
unnecessary for him to make any further observations ; but he should 
be happy to answer any questions which the shareholders might 


think necessary to put, in order to elucidate any points that had been | 


left untouched. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. PeauseE said, he wished to make some observations with respect | 


‘to those questions. (Loud cries of ‘* No, no!” and “ Down, down !”’) 


Alderman Wire: Are you going to second the adoption of the | 


report ? 


Mr. Pearse: Yes, I will do that. (Laughter.) With epee to the || 
t con- | 


first of those questions, I have an important document here. 
tains a number of recommendatory testimonials from Mr. Bransby 
Cooper, Mr, Aston Key, and Professor Graham, our own chemical 
referee. It is to the effect that Mr. Lewis Thompson is a thoroughly | 
practical chemist. 


Alderman Wire: What is the date of it? 1} 


Mr. Pearse: It is some years old; but, if he was capable some 
years ago, he must be more so now. (Confusion.) _ , 

The Cuairman: My observations go to the credit which should 
attach to a person who professes to make tables for the general public. 

Mr. Pearse: I wish to speak to the first question, and, if I am not 


heard, I must protest against the proceedings, (‘‘Oh, oh!” and | 


«Turn him out!’’) Will the chairman read this document? (handing 
up a paper.) 
The Cuarrman: I don’t read documents. 


The Deputy Cuarrman: I is perfectly clear that we should not’: 
It is a business with | 
The consideration of Mr. Thompson | 
has been forced upon us, otherwise we should not have noticed him. | 


read the certificates handed up by Mr. Pearse. 
which we have nothing to do. 


Any reference we have made to him has been extorted fiom us by 
those questions. The shareholders will admit that this is not an arena 


to consider the merits of Mr. Lewis Thompson. (Hear, hear.) I think | 
it is asking too much, after answering Mr. Pearse’s questions, to go 


into the character of Lewis ‘Thompson. (Hear, hear.) : 
Mr. Pearse again attempted to address the meeting, but was 
assailed with a storm of hisses. 


with the answers in writing? (‘* No, no!” and “Turn him out!”’) | 
Have you any objection to do that? (Tremendous uproar.) If the | 
chairman gives them to me in a day or two, it will be sufficient. 
(Confusion.) Is there anything unfair in that? (Renewed uproar.) 
The Cuatrman: I think Mr. Pearse must feel that, with the 


interest he has in this company (and which he has almost expended || 


in the attack made this day in the advertising columns of the Morning 
Advertiser), he cannot expect us to go out of our way to give him the 
facilities he requires, (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. C, Pearson said, he had an engagement elsewhere, and he 
hoped his friend Mr. Pearse (if he would permit him to call him so) 
would have no objection to pair off with him. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Pearse: You can go; I will follow you. (Laughter.) | 

Mr. Rows said that he had very great pleasure in seconding the 








After considerable uproar he asked— |' 
Will the chairman and directors have any objection to furnish me |! 
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| Dr. REVENUE Account for the Half-Year ending June 30, 1852. Cr. 
By Gas— 
To coal (Ramsay’s NewCastle canne!) ..cccccccccesecceeee £05,908 4 1 | Rental—Lady-day quarter :— 
' To wages—gas-making ....scesecccecerceeeee sieneecnenny Ge ES 8 1 PW esccisansnsenun bee 6.4 
To Heme, Water, ANG Oil 006000 -seccscovcees secvecesecocce GOS 1 & | Brivateccocccccsesscecoesse, 8833 10 2 
To incidental expenses—gas-Making ..-.ecersecceseeeeeee. 11013 4 £5,317 15 6 
TO WAGE O08 CERT cnccwcvectncscotsce-coccctosssecssoscesss «6ST 1A BI Rental—Midsummer quarter :— 
To lamplightifig ..ccccccocevecscccccescscccesvccescseece 434 18 6 | Public...ccccccccsccccccce 1.461 14 1 
Pp CR iaiciccesscenerdaxeses sasccsecsonss TREE © 1 CME cctvecssscancscies SED 8 
| To rent, rates, and taxes eeccceceseesss Debeestoseenseenee 197 19 8 | —_ 3,709 13 3 
|| To direction and salaries ......cccccc ccoccccccccccccccee 1,102 1 6 —— £9027 8 9 
| To stationery and printing .. 0... cceveccccccccccccccesese 53 1D 0 | By coke and breekesccccccccvcvceccesevsonsccsccoeseus 667 14 
iF NE SE SERENE cc cactcactnercciesenccscwencs 800 - BE. 8] PRION IES u. dsicdsc.cedcsncsieesnceasbcsesies 95 6 10 
|| To interest (on mortgage Only) ..cccccccccccccccececcccce See 3 D- | Bp celeee Meee csevccoscnsescécccnsgsonseessuascoonsses 2% 2 2) 
TO MEY AE OTE ance cccubnarecencsndecesconcesesensens Es000 0 1 Tey UE FCO III. 660540005000 4enesnunese oo 13 911 | 
£9,828 1 8| £9,828 1 8 
Dr. Prorir AND Loss to June 30, 1852. Cr. 
1851. | 1851. 
| July 1.—To balanee—for amount of unliquidated loss on | Dec. 31.—By revenue. 
revenue at date 2... cccecececcccce covecccecs 77 6 2! For profite this half-year .. .ccccccccccccccccccccccccecs £1,400 12 Il 
1852. 1852. 
April 30.—To first dividend. | June 30.—By revenue. 
For 4s. per share on 6,406 Class A. shares and income-tax 1,317 14 8 For profits in trade for half-year to date, as per revenue 
June 30.—To bad debts. Sheet above. .c.ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccocesccccs 1,721 3 7 
For amount written off to this account during the year... 5613 3 
To balance carried dOWN cccccccccccccccccccccccosoccee 1,790 2 §& 
£3,181 16 6 £3,181 16 6 
To second dividend. ————-— 
For proposed dividend of 4s. per share on 6.406 Class A. Dy SaRNOSS WHORE GORD. o.ncccncscenesescancesencssccosse 4209. 2 8 
shares, and 2s. per share on 3.509 Class B. shares for 
the half-year ending June 30, 1852 ...ecccsecccceseee 1,631 4 0 
To balance carried dOWN...cccccccccccccccceceseoesecs 98 18 6 | 
£1,730 2 6 | £1,730 2 5 
| Balance brought down ...cccccsscccccccescvccccvevcccecs 9818 46 
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| 

| adoption of the highly satisfactory report which had that evening 
| been presented to them—[{A Vorce: Mr. Pearse has seconded it.] 
| —He was sorry that Mr, Pearse had not learnt experience, and been 
| deterred from intruding himself upon the meeting, after the very 
| unmistakeable reception he met with on a former occasion, (Hear, 
|hear.) The shareholders could attach no weight to his statements. 
| (Hear, hear.) With regard to the future prospects of the company, 





for he thought there was plenty of room for them all tolive. And as 
to the chemical testing of the gas by professors, he was satisfied that 
it only kept up continual bickerings; and in his opinion it would be 
better for them, as a company, to rest contented with supplying a 
good article at a reasonable price, and then leave the public to make 
their own choice of whom they would deal with. 

Mr. Pearse renewed his attempt to gain a hearing, and insisted on 
his right to reply to the chairman. This led to another scene of con- 
fusion, amidst which there arose loud cries of ‘Turn him out !”’ 

The CrarrMan said that he was in favour of every latitude for free 
| discussion, but he hoped that Mr. Pearse, seeing the tone and temper 
of the meeting to be so decidedly against his proceeding, would not 
| consider it necessary to detain them. (fear, hear.) 

Mr. Pzarse: If Lam put down it shall be under protest. (Laughter.) 
| The report was then adopted nem con., and a formal resolution 
| passed, declaring a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum for 
| the quarter ending the 30th of June last. 

Alderman Wrxe then moved that the best thanks of the share- 
holders be given to the chairman and directors for the able and satis- 
factory manner in which they had conducted the affairs of the 
company. The report they had heard, and the dividend declared, 


were better than ail the speeches he could make in support of the 


motion. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Symmons seconded the motion. 

A Snarenoiper: Is the dividend free of income-tax ? 

The Cuarrnman: No; that would be in contravention of our act of 
!! Parliament. 
| ‘The motion was then agreed to, Mr. Pearse only dissenting. 
The CuareMan, in responding on behalf of himself and the direc- 
| eiiniiemaat at ; 


} 


' he heped they would abandon paper warfare with other companies; | 


| light nor trifling. 


| 
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tors, said that, notwithstanding all that had passed, he should be very | 


glad if Mr. Pearse had not been a dissentient (and he was the only 
one) in that meeting. At the last meeting he had seconded a motion 
conferring on the directors £1000 for their services. He must know 


that the labours of the directors of such a company were neither | 


The directors were considerably repaid with the 


| thanks which, from time to time, the shareholders had bestowed 


upon them. ‘This was the surest incentive to continued exertion. 
He would only make one remark upon what had been said by his 
brother-in-law (Mr. Rowe) with respect to paper warfare. He had 
not joined the company until it had achieved its prosperity. If he 
had, he would have known that it was to the influence of public 
opinion the company owed its existence and its present position. 
With respect to the Commissioners of Sewers, he would find that, if 
he ever obtained a seat in that body, the lighting of the City was one 
of its peculiar provinces. Indeed, it was one of the most important 
local offices it had to discharge. When they sanctioned the appli- 
cation of the company to open the streets, one of the conditions was,” 
that the gas would be tested by an independent chemist. It was 
consid-red important that independent auditors, chemists, and meter 
inspectors, should stand between the executive of the company and 
the public, on all occasions. This was the only true foundation on 
which the company could be placed; and whatever was good with 
respect to this company, could not be bad when others were con- 


cerned, ‘There was a want of logical sequence in Mr. Rowe’s remarks. | 
| He (Mr. Dakin) was desirous that the test imposed on the Great | 


Central should be imposed on other companies. He thanked the 


| proprietors most cordially for the compliment paid to himself and his 


| brother directors, and, during the six munths that would intervene 


between this and the next meeting, every endeavour would be made 
to present a report as satisfactory as the one they had heard read, and 


| so kindly received, (Cheers.) 


} 


Mr. Pearse: I should feel great pleasure in according a vote of 
thanks to the directors, but I cannot do so after being gagged. 
(Laughter.) However, thank God, the press is open to me, and, if 
you will not hear me here, I can go into print. (Laughter.) 

The meeting then dispersed. 


WESTERN (CANNEL) GAS LIGHT COMPANY. 














GAS LIGHTING AT ST. PAUL/S. 

The approaching solemnity at St. Paul’s Cathedral has neces- 
sarily brought into play a novel application of what may be termed 
the photo-decorative art, and most assuredly the result demonstrates 


| the amazing beauty and elasticity of which gas-lighting is suscep- 


| 


| 
| 

















tible. When Britain mourned over her last great hero, gas was 
unknown even by name, consequently nothing in the shape of 
recedent could be drawn from the funeral of the immortal Nelson, 
his, however, has not prevented Mr. Goulding, the manager of the 
gas department of Messrs. Cubitt and Co., from producing an effect, 


| which very few, we venture to predict, will perceive for the first time 


without a strong emotion of surprise and sympathy. Lines of light, 
of pearly brilliancy, are carried round the principal cornice from which 
the vaulted roof springs, following the breaks all through the nave 
| and transepts, and over the arches from whence the magnificent dome 
rises. A circle is also carried round the dome itself, at the level of 
the “‘ whispering gallery.”” This circle is about 330 feet in cireumfer- 
‘ence, and at an elevation of 110 feet above the floor of the cathedral, 
‘converting the dome into a ventilating shaft. The arrangements are 


| that which might have been anticipated. 


dwarfish under the influence of the gas, and is exactly the reverse o* 
We are unable to account 
for this unlooked-for phenomenon. Through the kindness of Mr, 
Stephens, the talented chief inspector of the City Gas Company, we 
have had an opportunity of examining the whole of the arrangements, 
which, when complete, will include the employment of about 10,000 
small bat’s- wing burners, each consuming 1} cubic feet per hour of the 
excellent gas of the above company. These arrangements are in the 
highest degree satisfactory ; and so far as this department is con- 
cerned, we feel that everything will pass off in the approaching 


| melancholy solemnity in a manner suitable to the feelings of the people 
| of Great Britain, and that no unfortunate contre-temps will disturb 
| the emotions of sorrow, respect, and gratitude, called forth from a 
| generous nation by the loss of one who will ever be known to man- 


jno less skilful than appropriate, and produce a coup d’eil at once | 


| chaste, subdued, and singularly beautiful. There is, however, a kind 
| of optical illusion which must strike every observer, in the amazingly 


kind as the great, the wise, the benevolent, and the truthfully honest 
Arthur Duke of Wellington. 





Brrstot.—The local papers contain notices of the intention of the 


Bristol Gas Company, and the Bristol and Clifton Gas Company, to . 


make application for an act of Parliament amalgamating the two 
companies, with increased capital and extended limits. The shares 
of the Bristol and Clifton Company have risen from £25 to £34 


within a few wecks. | 





| diminished apparent size of the building; this seems absolutely 





0 | 
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Dr.—To purchase of gas-works, house and offices, 
furniture, street mains, services, meters, &c., 
and cost of new mains, services, extensions, 
house, 50, Dame-street, fitting up, &c... 

Stock on hands— 


Pelton coal, 4852 tons 7 cwt. £3,525 5 3 
Swansea do., 28 tons 11 cwt. 1514 2 
Ruabon do., 14 tons 5 cwt. 411 9 
Coke, breeze, and tar ...... 6111 3 
Me evsvacteccscctccosce 20066 4 
Manufactured goods........ 24 4 2 


4,975 11 11 








Cash lodged in banker’s hands.. 


1,058 16 3 
Petty cash.... 


9 6 0 


Debts due for gas and meter rent. 10,943 13 4 
0, 4,  coke,breeze,andtar 729 6 3 
Debts, active, sundry persons.... 1,131 17 8 


1,068 2 3 


12,804 17 3 








£125,008 16 11 





E, E., Dublin, Aug. 4, 1852. (Signed) 





THE GAS WAR IN SHEFFIELD. 


Consumers’ Company’’) in the Court of Chancery, has been followed 
by something bordering upon a ‘civil’? war of a more sanguinary 
kind—not a mere ‘* war of words”’ between forensic gentlemen in long 
black robes and horse hair wigs, who exercise their powers of eloquence 
| for a fifty-guinea fee, but a war with spades and mattocks between 
, two armies of beer-valiant ‘‘ navvies,” ready to be slipped at each 
other at the price of a few shillings per day. We beg to assure our 
readers that, though attended by some ludicrous incidents, the affair 
was on the whole “no joke.”’ But for a degree of forbearance very 
‘much at variance with all the known antecedents of the British navvy, 
this town would have been the seat of a disgraceful outrage on the 
public peace by the manifestation of brute violence. We subjoin an 
account of the proceedings at Neepsend, written mostly from personal 
observation, Our object is simply to narrate plain unvarnished facts, 
without pretending for one moment to arrogate to ourselves the right 
of arbitrating between the opposing parties. We dare say that each 
party fancies itself in the right, or, more properly, that cach party 
‘thinks the other wrong. In whose favour the balance of right or 
| wrong turns it is not for usto say. The facts, with which alone we 
| are concerned, are as follows. 
| It was announced in the local papers, early last month, that the 
new gas company had “ broken ground” at Neepsend, and commenced 
to lay their mains. It appears that they began operations on Friday, 
October 1, a few yards beyond the Neepsend Tavern, and in the vici- 
nity of their new buildings, which are in rapid progress in the same 
locality. All went on evenly till the following Monday evening, 
October 4, at which time there were about fifty yards of mains laid, 
| and somewhere about the same length of ground trenched ready for 
a continuance of the main pipes. ‘lhe trench was dug in the centre 
of the highway which connects Neepsend with Harvest-lane. On the 
Monday evening Mr. Edwin Unwin, the managing director of the old 
| gas company, proceeded along Neepsend-lane in a cab, having, as he 
stated, business to transact in that direction, and, finding the public 
highway impassable, he promptly made arrangements which led to the 
following result. On the Tuesday morning, at half-past four o'clock, 
® number of labourers assembled at Neepsend and filled up the trench 
that had prevented Mr. Unwin’s passage the previous evening. ‘The 
new gas company’s workmen, when they assembled in due course to 
resume their daily labour of trenching and laying mains, were not a 
little surprised to find the pit that they had digged a pit no longer, 
but a smooth strip of highway, in no way distinguished from the la- 
teral margins, save that it looked fresher and not quite so solid. They 
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eoee £106,160 5 6 


We have examined the above account, compared it with the entries in the company’s ledger, and find it correct. 








BALANCE SHEET OF THE DUBLIN ALLIANCE AND CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY, FOR THE HALF-YEAR 
ENDING JUNE 30, 1851. 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 


Cr.—By proprietors’ stock ..oe-seesscceeceessees £102,090 a. : 











£125,008 16 11 


E, E., Dublin, Aug. 4, 1852. (Signed) Tiworny O’Brien, Chairman. Joun Stevenson, Secretary. 
We have examined the above account, compared it with the entries in the company’s ledger, and find it correct. 
(Signed) Joun Stoxes, Fercus Farrerz, Auditors. 


PROFIT AND ;0sS ACCOUNT. 





To value of coke, breeze, and tar on hands Jan. 1......£ 143 13 5 , Total revenue derived from gas and meter rent...... £11,433 7 § 
Coal carbonised, &c. (4703 tons 16 cwt.).........+..+. 3,420 1 0! ,, sales of products, coke, breeze, tar, &e. ...... 1,948 16 6 
RDS dinghies eshte de asad thennesrheasieeteeereses 1,096 5 9| ,, transfer fees.c..os coccce pedbewes uteteseenews 18 14 9 
REE Skpviecnicrmrvenpenseve4esssen cosccsercooce 902 10 0 
EN COE cdvwcsvorrrteeerdeasrese'e eileen: ea 
_.. eae PAR CRORE Goh ODE aoe wie 851 17 2 
Lime as in purifiers ......... Lchechanaeal Satin muneae Bors 3618 0 | 
Swansea coal, used at engine, 59 tons l4 cwt. ........ 34 6 3 
Wear and tear, 12 per cent. off half-year’s gas rent, to pre- | 
serve and maintain company’s works, machinery, &c. 1,312 16 0 | 
Reserved fund, for 6 per cent. off half-year’s gas rent, set 
apart to cover bad debts and allowances ........... - 656 8 0| 
Meter redemption fund, 4 per cent. off cost of meters to 
this date........ C000 cece coerce eecevcescoesoceese 478 19 8 | 
SEEN a RS eee =) ee 
£13,400 18 11 £13,400 18 11 
By balance profit ......ccccccccccscccccccccccsesee 4,125 4 10 


J. Crawtey, Accountant. Timorry O’Brien, Chairman. 
Joun Stevenson, Secretary. 


(Signed) Joun Stoxes, Fexcus Farrett, Auditors. 





| might haye thought that the fairies had been trying their hand at || 


The protracted ‘‘ civil’? warfare between the two local gas compa- | 


' nies (the Sheffield United Gas-Light Company and the new “ Gas | 4 
| that clearly, for there stood a compact band of most substantial nav- 


trenching, the same as in Ireland they sometimes amuse themselves 
by a nocturnal spell at haymaking ard harvesting. But it wasn’t 


vies—stalwart fellows, armed with the usual implements of their 
craft. The leader of the early-rising navvies gave the new gas men 
to understand that they meant to fill up the trench as fast as it was 
opened. The latter proceeded with their work, but, finding the new- | 
comers as good as their word, they desisted, and the two opposing 
parties stood looking at each other in a state of peaceful neutrality. 
‘We were informed that the superintendent of the staff ot the old com- | 
pany had orders that if blows were struck he was to note the aggres- 
sor, and then draw off his men immediately and leave the ground. || 
After a while the men formed into little groups and joined in conver- | 
sation. The more vivacious of the party made jests for the benefit of 
the company, and consoled themselves with the reflection that the | 
wages were going on if the work was not. This comforter, oft ad- | 
verted to, kept both parties in continual good humour. ‘lhe poor | 
fellows were evidently unused to such good fortune. ‘There appeared 
to exist a disposition to fraternize rather than to resort to quarrelling 
and fighting. And if the employcs were desirous to refrain from a 
breach of the peace so were their employers, for at an early hour in the 
morning Mr, Unwin of the old company and Mr, Flintoff of the new 
company met by accident at the house of Mr. Raynor, the chief con- 
stable, both having gone thither to make known the state of the case. || 
Returning to the groups of passive navvies whom we just now left), 
in Neepsend-lane, we find (between nine and ten in the morning) the | 
monotony of the thing agreeably disturbed by alittle incident. Mr. | 
Unwin drove up in a cab, from the direction of Sheffield, and when I 
he got within a few yards of the Neepsend Tavern, the cabman was |, 
unable to proceed on account of the road being broken up. At this |! 
point the mains had been laid and covered with earth, but the square || 
paving-stones had not been replaced. At Mr. Unwin’s request, the || 
“‘ gaffer’? of the old company’s retainers gave orders to a detach-|' 
ment of his men, who proceeded immediately to repave the road and || 
level the ridges of earthwork. During the few minutes that this || 
business occupied, up came Mr. Flintoff, Mr. Bernard Seale (plumber), |; 
and another adherent of the newcompany. ‘They came from the |! 
adjacent premises of the new gas company, where, in company with I] 
others of their colleagues, they had been holding a sort of council of | 
war. Mr. Seale asked Mr. Unwin for an explanation, and the latter | 
replied, very quietly, that he had business in the direction in which 
he was then proceeding, and that he was simply making the road 
passable. During this time, there was a crowd of some fifty persons | 


| 


present, and they occupied the interval in the indulgence of various | 








95 CURIE sccccceree +500 weesiesoeeseese oF 7,676 
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| verbal pleasantries, mostly at Mr. Unwin’s expense. The new gas 
company’s workmen were at this time pent up in the company’s 
private premises, having been called off the stage some time pre- 
viously. The men employed in replacing the paving-stones were 
allowed to complete their brief task without interruption, and Mr. 
Unwin having re-entered the cab, it was driven forward for some 
distance. After a little while it returned, and Mr. Unwin proceeded 
back to the town without further incident. 

As the morning advanced, additional workmen came strolling down 
|to Neepsend, and got engaged by one party or the other, every man 
| who came provided with a spade or shovel being at once accepted. 
| The old company’s detachment at first numbered about 40, and the 

additional hands set on amounted to perhaps as many more. We 
|had no opportunity of estimating the numerical strength of their 
| Opponents, most of them being in reserve out of view. 

A couple of hours or so after Mr. Unwin’s visit to the seat of war, 
| another cab made its appearance, containing Mr. Sykes, the old gas 
| company's chairman. “The crowd of idlers had by that time increased 

considerably. It included a few of the new gas company’s small 
shareholders, and liberal leaven of unbridled young fellows from the 
| grinding-wheels and workshops, belonging to that class who are 
ever glad of a pretext for stretching Saint Monday as far as possible 
over its sober reputable limits. These yokels caught at any incident 
|out of which there appeared a possibility of squeezing a particle of 
|fun, and ‘without, probably, any predilections in favour of either 
|company, their sympathies were easily enlisted by the aforesaid small 
\shareholders in favour of “cheap gas.” The arrival of Mr. Sykes, 
| then, was the signal for a display of feeling towards the old gas com- 
|pany. Mr. Sykes was greeted with yells and hooting, and, after the 
}mob had worked itself into a ferment, it was loudly proposed to pre- 
|cipitate him into the river, some three or four yards from which the 
cab then stood. Several boisterous fellows seized the wheels of the 
cab on one side and raised them from the ground, swearing that they 
would roll Mr. Sykes and the cab into the river, and had it not been 
for the supplicatory remonstrances of the cabman in behalf of his 
vehicle, there is no knowing to what lengths the ruffians would have 
proceeded. After a period of considerble peril, Mr. Sykes was allowed 
to retreat, fortunately scathless, Some hours elapsed before aught of 
moment transpired afterwards. Between twelve and one o’clock a 
| party of men, in whose pates the Neepsend strong beer had begun to 
|effervesce, rushed out of the ‘* Neepsend Cottage’’ beer-house, and, 
| seizing each a shovel, began to reopen the trench with excessive 
vigour. ‘The old company’s staff quietly stood by watching them till 
| they tired themselves and desisted, which was after a very few 
|minutes, and then they shovelled up the scattered earth, and put it 
| back in its place. The same forbearance that they had just before 
displayed was reciprocated, and no angry feeling was engendered on 
| either side, 

| It must not be supposed that during all this time the civil powers 
|of the borough were indifferent to the state of affairs existing at 
|Neepsend. A police constable was on the spot all the time, and a 
detective officer made his appearance now and then, reconnoitring, 
no doubt, and ready to bear tidings to head-quarters in case of need. 
|The mayor sat at the Townhall the greater part of the forenoon, and 
ithe other magistrates within reach were summoned to hold a council 
| With reference to the emergency. After considerable deliberation the 
magistrates passed the following resolution :— 

“ The magistrates request the old gas company will forbear any inter- 
| ference with the operations of the new company till after Saturday next, 
and that in the mean time the two companies do endeavour to come to 
some amicable arrangement of their differences, it being expressly under- 
stood that the old company shall not be prejudiced by such forbearance.” 

_ It was rumoured that the military were under orders to wait in 
readiness ; but that, we believe, was a mere invention. 

We now go on to notice the proceedings of the executive of the two 
gas companies consequent upon the course pursued by the magistrates 
|on Tuesday. ‘Ihe new company’s directors met immediately after- 
| wards and passed this resolution :— 
| _ ‘* Resolved—On the recommendation of the magistrates being read, that 
tol directors meet to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, to consider any pro- 
position that may be made by the Sheffield United Gas Company ; and 
that a copy of this resolution be forthwith sent to Messrs. Wake.” 

There was a special board meeting also of the old company, 
when, after the resolution of the magistrates and that of the new com- 
|pany had been duly considered, the directors passed the following 
| resolution :— 

‘That although the directors consider the request of the magistrates 
| unreasonable, inasmuch as it ought at the same time to have required the 
|new company to abstain from all proceedings in the streets and highways, 
and although the directors cannot make any proposition to the new com- 
pany, the directors, out of deference to the bench, will ‘ forbear any 
|interference with the operations of the new company until after to-morrow 
| (Wednesday).’ 

| “ That the directors would also respectfully submit to the magistrates 
that the most speedy and effectual way to prevent the consequences that 
must ensue, if the new company continue their illegal operations, is for 
the bench immediately to require the highway boards to withdraw the 
consents they have given to the new company, and exercise the powers 
they possess to prevent that company from breaking up the highways.” 

| ‘The representatives of the two companies held special meetings 
‘again on Wednesday. The resolutions of the new company were to 
the following effect :— 

| ** At a special meeting of the directors of the Sheffield Gas Consumers’ 
Company, held at their offices, 25, Norfolk-street, Sheffield, on Wednesday, 
| Oct. 6, 1852, at twelve o’clock at noon—Robert Mitchell, Esq., in the chair, 
| “‘Read—The recommendations of the magistrates of yesterday; also the 
|resolution of the Gas Consumers’ Company of yesterday afternoon; and 
|also the resolutions of the Sheffield United Gas Company received this 
morning. 

‘“* The following resolutions were passed unanimously :— 

_‘* Resolved—l. That the directors of this company regret that the 
directors of the Sheffield United Gas Company decline to act on the 




















recommendation of the magistrates, and thereby, inferentially at least, 
—— again to obstruct this company’s operations by physical force after 
this day. 

e Resolved—2. That under these circumstances this company respect- 
fully appeal to the magistrates to afford them the protection of the civil 
force in the continuance of their operations, and that such application be | 
made to the bench this day by the chairman, accompanied by the solicitors 
of this company. 

“ Resolved—3. That this board are unwilling to anticipate that the 
protection of the civil force will be denied to them, but that, if such should 
be the case, this board see no alternative but to do their utmost to protect | 
themselves and their contractors and workmen from being obstructed. 

** Resolved—4. That a copy of the preceding resolutions be handed to | 
the bench, and also sent to the solicitor of the old gas company. 

** RoBERT MITCHELL.” 

The following copy of a minute explains what was done on the part) 
of the old company :— 

“ A letter from Mr. Albert Smith, acknowledging the receipt of a copy 
of the resolution passed yesterday, and promising to lay the same before | 
the Mayor, stating also that Mr. ‘I. R. Barker was the only magistrate in 
attendance at the ‘Townhall to-day, and the resolutions passed by the 
pa of the new company at their meeting held this day having been 
read, 

‘© It was resolved, that it being apparent from the resolutions of the | 
new company that that company is determined, regardless of all questions 
of right and whatever may be the consequences, to proceed with their 
operations, the directors (before any other proceeding be discussed or 
taken on behalf of this company) appoint a deputation of their body to 
confer with the magistrates, and that the magistrates be requested to | 
receive such deputation at the earliest possible time.” 

This was the state of the case on the Wednesday evening, when 
the half-yearly meeting of the new company was held, as mentioned 
above. The active opposition of the old company was made a very | 
prominent theme of comment. The amnesty agreed to by the old | 
company’s representatives came to a close that evening, and it was | 
gencrally rumoured that the demonstration of Tuesday morning was 
to be repeated on the morning of Thursday in a more decisive | 
manner, ‘The process of laying mains had been in active operation | 
at Neepsend in the interim, so that a much larger amount of work 
was ready to be undone than on the previous occasion. A good deal 
was said at the half-yearly meeting on the subject of being prepared 
to resist any aggression on the following morning. The shareholders | 
were inyited to assemble at the works at five o’clock on the suc- | 
ceeding morning, and the invitation appeared to meet with a warm | 
response. At the appointed hour, however, the tranquillity of the | 
scene was undisturbed. The night-men were still at work laying 
mains, and no one came to disturb them. With two exceptions, not 
a soul was present at the trench at five o’clock on Thursday morning, 
or near that hour, except workmen; but we understand that some 
amount of force had assembled previously within the new gas com- 
pany’s enclosure, ready to rush out in case their street works had 
been invaded, and we were informed that the officers to the new com- 
pany had concerted a signal to summon their friends from all parts of 
the town in case of their services being required. We have much 
pleasure in stating, however, that Thursday passed away without any 
of those precautions being called into exercise. 

The magistrates held another meeting with reference to the gas 
dispute, at the Townhall, on Friday, Oct. 8. The directors of the 
old gas company having previously requested an interview with the 
magistrates, and the request being acceded to, the old company was 
represented on this occasion by a deputation, consisting of Messrs. J. 
Montgomery,* H. E, Hoole, W, Lockwood, J. Timm, and E, Unwin, 
with Messrs. Wake, solicitors. The result of the conference was, that the 
magistrates passed a resolution requesting the mayor to communicate 
with the directors of both companies, with a view of terminating their 
differences, and desiring the new company to suspend their works 
while such negotiations were pending. The directors of the new 
company held a special meeting in the evening, at six o'clock, at 
which the mayor presented the resolution of the magistrates just 
referred to. ‘The directors, we understand, were dissatisfied, that they, 
as well as the directors of the old company, were not represented at 
the magistrates’ meeting. The mayor having withdrawn, a long dis- 
cussion took place, the result of which was, that the attempt of the 
justices to bring about an amicable termination of the present un- 
seemly dispute, failed. The directors of the new company declined | 
at present to stop their works. 

Parties thus remained in statu quo till Saturday, Oct. 16, when three 
labouring men, employed by the new company in laying the pipes, 
were convicted in penalties of 403. each and costs, for obstructing the 
highway. (A full report of these proceedings will be found in 
another column, under the head of “ Legal Intelligence.”’) 

The grand jury of the sessions, held at Doncaster on Oct. 22, 
returned a true bill against the Sheffield Gas Consumers’ Company ; 
also against Robert Mitchell, John Wilson, and Bernard Seale, direc- 
tors, and George Flintoff, secretary (described in the indictment as a 
labourer) of the said company; also against Henry Bagshaw, chair- 
man, and Wm. Harvey, Wm. Watson, and Nicholas Robert Holman, 
members of the Brightside board of highways ; and Richard Watson 
(contractor), and George Hall and Edward Cousins, labourers, for a 
misdemeanour for breaking up the highway at Neepsend, and thereby 
causing a nuisance. The defendants subsequently appeared before the 
bench to enter into recognizances to appear at the next general quarter 
sessions to be holden by adjournment at Sheffield, on Jan, 7 next, and 
plead to that indictment. The defendants were severally bound over 
in the sum of £50 each. Mr. A. C, Branson then tendered Mr, Man- 
waring Milner, Gibraltar-street, pawnbroker, as the surety of the 
Sheffield Gas Consumers’ Company, and Mr. 8. Horrabin, cutlery 
manufacturer, as the surety of the several defendants before named, 
Their recognizances of £25 each were accepted. 

A public meeting was held in the Townhall, on Tuesday evening, 








* The venerable poet of that name. 
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, Oct. 26, for the avowed purpose of “ considering the position of the 
rival gas companies, and to adopt such measures as may be deemed 
necessary for the protection of the public interest.” The meeting 
was called by the mayor in pursuance of a requisition bearing some 
400 signatures, 

| The Mayor, according to previous announcement, took the chair. 

Gentlemen (he said), allow me, in the first instance, to congratulate 

the gocd people of this large town on so numerous and influential a 

meeting as I have now the honour to address. It is a proof to me 

that the all-absorbing subject of the day is not neglected just at the 
time when it ought to be attended to, which is often the case. 

(“* Hear, hear,” and cheers.) I have convened this meeting in conse- 

quence of a requisition of upwards of 400 individuals, and it is to 

consider what plans shall be taken now to stem the warfare that is 
| going on—the serious legal expenses that must now be going on; for 

a larger capital is being spent to accommodate this town with light 
| than ought to be if it were properly managed. I am not aware of the 

resolutions that will be brought before you; but since I have been 

placed in a position to stem this warfare, if possible, it is my first duty 
to explain what I have done forthis purpose. (Hear, hear.) After I had 
first called a meeting of the bench of magistrates, I found every one 
of them perfectly willing to aid me in repressing any outbreak or any 
breach of the peace. I believe every one of them was actuated by the 
| utmost impartiality. (Hear, hear.) After the second meeting of the 
bench, as you are aware—for the facts have all been published—I was 
requested to intercede between the two gas companies, with a view of 
effecting an amicable settlement between them, I felt myself placed 
' in a very onerous position, for I had to take into serious consideration 
the interests of the pro 1g 7 of both the gas companies, as well as 
the interests of the public. I dismissed from my mind everything like 

a personal or partial feeling towards any individual or any company. 
| (Hear, hear.) I solicited and obtained an interview with the com- 
|, mittee of the new gas company, in order to ascertain ina friendly and 
| confidential manner the position in which they stood, and whether 
| there was any probability that any proposition could be made which 
|| they wouldaccept. I met them a seccnd time, and every explanation 
|| was given to me that I required, but I found that they were not 
| prepared to make a proposition to the old company for a settlement, 
i therefore requested of Mr. William Wake an interview with the 
|| directors of the old company. I met those gentlemen, and found 

great difficulty on their ew in the way of their making a proposition 
|! to the newcompany. I shall best explain by reading the last clause 

of one of the resolutions passed by the new company :— 

| “ Resolved, with respect to any arrangement with the Sheffield United 

Gas-Light Company, that inasmuch as by the deed of settlement the inde- 

pendence of this company from amalgamation with any existing company, 

‘unless by purchase by the corporation, is expressly insisted upon, this 

board cannot consistently with their trust originate any proposals for an 

| amalgamation with any company whatever; but if any proposition to that 

| effect from any quarter were to be sent to this board, they would feel it to 

be their duty at once to refer the matter to their proprietary at a special 

general meeting, in conformity with the deed of settlement.”’ (Hear, hear.) 

I then waited upon the directors of the old gas company. Mr. Mont- 

| gomery presided on that occasion. I met with all the courtesy and 

good feeling I could possibly have expected, and I think there was a 

_ desire to settle matters if in their power. But I found that they could 

not make a proposition, and I therefore asked Mr. Montgomery if they 

| would aliow me to make a proposition myself, I made a proposition 
| to this effect :— 

‘That the old company should take the works and effects of the new 
company and all its liabilities, repaying its shareholders whatever they 
might have paid up; also to reduce the price of gas on March 25, 1854, 
to 3s. Sd. per 1000, the company keeping to their present scale till then, 
in order to reimburse themselves, wholly or partially, for any loss they 
might have sustained.” 

You will see by this, gentlemen, that I took upon myself to propose 
that the old be my | should purchase the plant, buildings, and land, 
and take to all the liabilities and contracts, and everything that the 
new company had spent, paying such a sum as would enable the new 
company to repay their shareholders every penny they had spent. 
That was the first principle I went upon. I then proposed that 
their charge for gas to the public should be 3s. 6d. per 1000, 
but that they should be allowed to charge their present price till 
March in the year after next. The old company had announced 
a reduction to 3s. next March; but I knew they would be pur- 
chasing a plant and paying legal expenses, as well as paying for 
a number of things that could not be of any value to them, and 
| therefore I thought the public ought to bear some portion of the 
loss, and that the public would very easily bear that loss by paying 
the present price till March, 1854. I also thought that, if the 
| old company after that time charged 3s. 6d. as the maximum price, 
| they would realise for their property from 5 to 7 per cent. on the 
| present capital. They are now, I believe, realising something like 
| Sor 84 percent. Now, gentlemen, when you reflect that there are 

a large number of widows and children whose money is invested in 
|. the old gas company, you will, I am sure, agree with me that the 
|. public of Sheffield would not like to commit so suicidal an act as to 
| deprive the proprietary of something like a reasonable dividend. 
| (Hear, hear.) 1am quite satisfied that the old gas company could 

afford to serve the town with gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000, and realise that 
dividend. (Hear, hear.) If that is so, I think it would be decidedly 
| to their interest to accede to a proposition of this kind at once. But 
| Iwas asked by one gentleman this question—‘* What guarantee would 
|, the old company have that, if they reduced to 3s. 6d., a new company 
|| would not be established >’ My reply was, that the very price itself 
|, would prevent the formation of another company. (Hear, hear.) 
|| Gentlemen, I can see that there are very great difficulties in the way 
|| of the new company going on. Supposing they should go on—sup- 
|| posing they should apply to Parliament for an act, and meet with the 

| opposition that I anticipate they would meet with, they would very 
|| likely spend £5000, £7000, or perhaps £10,000, and perhaps be 











defeated in the long run. And we should bear in mind that interest | 
upon that expenditure ought to be borne by somebody. Let us look 
at the thing fairly, Let us remember that, if this war goes on, the 





large proprietary of the old gas company may be without dividend for 
five, seven, or ten years. There may be two or three having the |! 


direction of the old company who are determined to go to war at any | 
cost; and I know there will be a feeling to punish them as severely | 


as possible; but remember you cannot punish them alone. There is | 
a large proprietary that ought to have your sympathies and consi- | 
deration. (Hear, hear.) Let us not look at the two or three sparks | 
that are already almost in the fire, but let us look to the proprietary, || 
and see if we cannot save their property from diminution of dividends | 
or entire destruction, You ought seriously to look to this ; for, let the 
result be what it may, I am sure that, in five or seven years’ time, every 
man of you will regret if you should have thrown away any portion of 

your friends’ property simply to carry on a war like this. I speak | 
now to the old gas company as well as the new company. ‘They | 





ought not to carry on this warfare, secing that they are spending the || 
money of their best friends for the sake of carrying on a war— 
between whom? Not between nation and nation, but between. 
neighbour and neighbour, friend and friend. (Cheers.) I, there-| 
fore, hope that a spirit of conciliation will be breathed throughout 
this meeting, and not one angry word be expressed towards any man, | 
I care not whether he belongs to the old or the newcompany. Let! 
us go on in friendship towards each other, and then the business 
will be transacted as it ought tobe. (Cheers.) The great question 
is, what is the best means of saving an extravagant expenditure? 
The lawyers on both sides, I am sure, will be very glad indeed to! 
carry on a lawsuit. (Hear, hear.) It may be very fine for them 
that they are receiving the run of their teeth and five guineas || 
a day, but remember that your friends and neighbours are to be the || 
paymasters. Let me, therefore, call upon you to feel for them. 
Now, I am quite satisfied that there is such a large increase in || 





the consumption of gas at the present moment, and such a pro-|, 


bability of increase within the next few years, in consequence of the || 


freedom that has been given to trade, the great extension of |} 


buildings, and the large increase of warehouses and manufactories that | 
are springing up every day, that the old gas company could afford to || 


reduce their present price considerably. And when we reflect that i] 


the highest price at present is 4s. 7d., and the lowest price is 3s. 3d., | 
I think we shall see that it was but a fair and equitable proposition | 
on my part to ask them to come down to 3s. 6d. And, if they had | 
found it impossible to do that, I should have been better satisfied if 
they had said, ‘‘ Mr. Carr, we cannot possibly come down to 3s, 6d.: 
can you get us 3s. 9d., or something like that?” Still it does not fol- 
low that they will not say so. I do think that if they could be met | 
by a deputation from so large and influential a meeting as this, and 
requested at once to settle the warfare and stem the torrent of bad 
feeling between man and man—I do think that something might yet 
be done to stay the present expense. I hope and trust that that will 
be done. As I have stated, I do not know what the propositions are 
which the gentlemen who have originated this meeting intend to bring 
forward. I simply stand here in my public capacity to guide and 
direct this meeting, and I sincerely hope that every man wiil help me 
to guide it; and his best help will be to enforce silence by keeping it 
himself, What I have done has been with the best feeling towards 
both gas companies and the public, and with the utmost fairness to 
all. If I have erred, it has been an error of the mind and not of the 
heart. (Hear, hear), My intention has been good. With this ex- 
planation I shall leave it to the gentlemen who originated this meet- 
ing to say what their resolutions are. (Loud applause). 

Resolutions were subsequently passed approving of the proceedings 
of the new gas company, and negativing all attempts at amalgamation. 
The Sheffield Times, trom which the preceding account is condensed, 
thus describes the present state of the public feeling on this ques- | 
tion :— | 

“The old song says that ‘ love rules everything in the world;’ but in | 
the world of Sheffield, just at present, everything is decided by gas! Aj 
mayor, retiring from office at the close of his municipal year, is judged by | 











the sole standard of gas, He might perchance even have been re-elected | 
for another year, if, with all his popular tendencies, he had not been in the || 
estimation of some fatally impartial on the subject of gas. Anothor gen- || 
tleman is excluded from all chance of the civic chair on account of gas. || 
And ten to one the new mayor, whoever he may be, is carried up to his | 
new dignity by the power of gas. Woe to that man ambitious of municipal 
honours who happens to have an investment in old gas! Does it not 
amount to acrime against society to have so invested his money, or to 
haye been the unfortunate inheritor thereof; and in what terms can we | 
sufficiently expose to public detestation the man who happens to be the 
holder of such a property? We can see no alternative fir him but! 
to part at once with the abomination, if he can find a wretch capable 
of buying it. No other qualification is required for new councillors but 
that they swear by gas; and an old councillor, whatever his other merits 
may be, has no chance of re-election if but suspected of any unsoundness | 
on the all-absorbing topic of gas. Magistrates are abused as unjust judges 
if they don’t go the whole hog about gas. We live in an atmosphere of 
gas, and desperate inflammable gas too. We hear of nothing but gas, 
we talk of nothing but gas, we dream of nothing but gas. In fact we are | 
all mad about gas. A Frenchman, on his arrivalin this country, and try- 
ing to learn our language, was very much troubled with the word ‘ box,’ 
which in some different meaning or other seemed to haunt him whatever | 
he talked about; we are in like manner haunted by gas, or rather, for the 
incubus is too substantial for any ghost, gas has in sume horrible shape or 
other got on to the back of our good old town, digging its heels into our 
sides, and making us jump and kick about in a most marvellous manner, | 
and say and do all manner of foolish things, exciting serious alarm in the | 
minds of our friends as to our mental equilibrium, disposing us to quarrel || 
with every one who talks or thinks or acts in anything like a sane way on || 
this momentous topic, and urging us at public meetings to wallow in a filthy || 
style which would be scouted from amongst us with indignant hisses if | 
employed on any other than this grand question ; but even indecency and || 
buffoonery cease to be disgusting when consecrated to gas, i 
‘* Our respectable borough is in a state of gaseous paroxysm, and we fear | 
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'| it will be some time before the symptoms of inflammation can be allayed 
and the patient brought into a state of calm health: his blood is at fever 
heat, and he must be dled freely before he will be cool and conscious, or 
capable of listening to anything like reason. 
| ** When men’s feelings have got so thoroughly excited against each other, 
\| it is of course un-English to give up without a thorough tough struggle; 
and, so long as under such circumstances there remains a good balance in 
|| the bank, it is the regular, if nottke right, thing to gratify the feelings by 
|| having a pull at the exchequer. When sufficient time has elapsed for men 
to cool down, and sufficient money has been spent to make them reflect a 
|| little on the cost, they will doubtless arrive at some moderate conclusion, 
;|and join in the common wonder why they could not have done this 
sooner. 
|| Under these circumstances it would be idle just at present to attempt 
|| to reason on the subject, and we content ourselves therefore with observ- 
|| ing and noting the phenomena, just as a curious travellcr would take note 
of those which have recently occurred on Mount tna.” 


|| Ruruin.—From a letter addressed by Mr. Ginty to the Carnarvon 
|| and Denbigh Herald of the 6th inst., we learn that Boghead cannel is 
|| about to be substituted for resin in the manufacture of hydro-carbon 
|| gas, at Ruthin. 

|| Havant.—The directors of the company recently formed for 
|| lighting this place with gas, have awarded the premium of £20 
|| for the best plans and specifications for the construction of their 


i| works, advertised in our number for September last, to Mr. T. A. | 
} 
| 





{| Hedley, C.E., of London. 

|| Maxmo (Swepen.)— Messrs, Fox, Henderson, and Co., have con- 
|, tracted for the construction of gas works in this city, The same 
|| hoase are also entrusted with the supply of the apparatus for the 


h 
| gas works in progress at Rome. 

|| Maraca.—The brief notice inserted in our last, relative to the | 
contract for the lighting of this city with gas, has caused several 

|,communications to be addressed to us, from which we learn that 
| the offers of the Lyons capitali-ts were declined, because more advan- 
|}tageous ones were received from other quarters. We have also 
|| received a copy of the contract itself, from which it appears, that 
| one-half of the city is to be lighted in one year, and the remainder, 
including the suburbs, within two years, from the signing of the 
'eontract. The authorities have the right of requiring public lamps 
to be placed at the expense of the contractor, whenever they may 
desire. About 30 miles of mains must be laid down, and 1000 
| public lights erected within two years, in compliance with these 
| obligations, at an estimated total outlay of £40,000. The high 
price of 13s, 4d. per 1000 feet of gas for private consumers, will, 
it is hoped, compensate for the low price of one farthing per hour 
| payable for the public lights; and we trust the expectations of the 
| contractors will not be disappointed in this respect. English coal 
|eosts from 36s. to 38s, per ton, delivered into store. 

| Cavtion to Water Companirs.—An action was recently brought 
against the Bristol Water Works Company by a cabinet-maker, | 
whose premises and stock were destroyed by fire, owing to the com- 

|pany not having provided fireplugs, and the mains being empty. 

The defence was, that if the water were turned on by night, there 


pleted, the act of Parliament did not apply. 
| this legal point, and, the facts being clearly proved, the jury gave a 
| verdict against the company for £531. 18s. 7d. 


| The list of prices having been laid before the meeting, it was generally 


| would not be enough by day, and that, as the works were not com- 
The judge overruled | 


Tue Giascow Founpry Trape.—At a general meeting of ison | 
founders, held October 6, 1852, to consider a scale of prices proposed || 
by a former committee, consisting of the following gentlemen :— | 
Messrs. J. Gray, W. Neilson, J. Campbell, A. Lister, T. Robinson, 
A. Law, T. Sherriff, and J. J. Alston—Mr, James Gray was called on 
to preside, The following firms were represented, viz. :— 


Mitchell and Wallace, Glasgow. 


St. Rollox Foundry Co., Glasgow. 
do. G. Hardie and Co., Falkirk. 


Goldie and Inglis, 


R. Maclaren and Co., do. R. W. Kennard and Co., do. 

Balfour and Maccallum, do. Crosswaithe, Miller, and Co., Came-| 
Blair and Robinson, do. | _ lon. 
A!ston and Gourlay, do. | J. Ure and Co., Dumbarton. 
Campbell and Christie, do. | D. S. Porteous, Paisley. | 
Neilson and Co. do. J. Bow and Co., do. 

Sherriff and Anderson, do. Craig, Fullarton, and Co., Paisley. | 
J. and A. Law, do. | Johnstone Foundry Co., Johnstone. | 


| R. Donald and Co., do, 
| D. Smith and Co., Airdrie. 


| J. Stewart and Co., Irvine. 
| Macnab and Co., Greenock. 


' 


W.G. Wilson and Co., do. 
A. Lister and Co., do. 
W. Macfarlane and Co., do. 
R. Drummond and Co., 


approved of, but was remitted to the committee (with the addition of 
Messrs. Christie and M‘Andrew to their number) to revise the same, | 
and have it circulated amongst the trade at their earliest convenience. 
The following is the list, as revised :— 
Furnace bars (flasked) ...ccccccescseccccsecs 
Window weights .......0.0-. 
Open sand Castings ....-sseccccsececcecseceee 
Double columns and lintels 
Columns and girders (turning extra) ......ee0 
Bramah press castingS .ecccccssseesccccceces 
Fly wheels (heavy) 
Tank plates ...++.-. 
Shafts .cccccccccccsccccccesessecsesscccssees 
Spur, bevel, and cog wheels ...seeee+ «+: 
Pulley drums and cones ..ecceccseseccsccseecs 
Lathe and slotting machine castings .......e0. 
Small machine O seeceneereresseves 
Framing for do. wcccccsccvccccsccccccccccecs 
Flanged pipes ..ccccccccccccccccccccccscvece 
Spiggot and Faucit pipes, under 24, 6s. 6d. to 
Do. do. above do .. seseeece 
Engine framing (green sand) ...cscccsccccece 
Do. do. (dry sand) cecccecs cree coccece 
LOOM PANS. .ccccccccccceccccccccccceccsccecs 
Steam cylinders (loam), under 10 cwt. ........ 12 
Do. do. above do. sseeseseeeee 10 
Engine bottoms (loam) ..cccsccccecesseeesseee 12 
Loam castings, under 10 cwt. .....+eeceeeccee 12 
Do. do. above dO. cesecccsccccccccsecs 10 
Sugar mill rollers 
Plain loam castings peossesesnence. 2 
Patterns and Boards extra. 
Bend and branch pipes .eecercccoccccsccesese 9 4 


- or 


3.0]. per cwt. 
6 


eee eee tower eeeeeee 


eee eee eee eee eee ee eee 


ons 
OOMVN OATS MH NOSONOAAA Ne 


SOSAKSSAOKHAAOSO HS HWDAARABVBAAIAAHAO 


eee eeeeere 


Patterns furnished, or charged extra, Terms—Accounts to run three 
months, settlement by bill at four months, or 24 for cash. The above 
list is framed on the assumption of pig iron selling at 50s. per ton, it| 
being understood that these prices rise or fall with the iron market. 








| 
| 

ADDISON POTTER, 

WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, - . - 
| | Gas Companies and the pu 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts,.4 ire Bricks, and every | proved GAS METER, 
description of Fire Clay Goods. | improvements. 


LOSH, WILSON, and BELL, 


| NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNB, 
Manufacturers of Bar Iron, Railway Bars, Forge and 





| best materials and workr 
being of metal. 
terms. 


Advertisenents. 
| JOSEPH BOU 


| Manufacturer, No. 1, COPPICE-ROW, CLERK- 
| ENWELL, LONDON, begs to call the attention of 


J. L. warrants all Meters to be manufactured of the 


Old Meters repaired on the lowest 


ESTABLISHED IN 1834. 
KING, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 


S. zl, Cock-lane, West Smithfield, London. 
Meters made of the best materials and workmanship, 

| with all the recentimprovements,and warranted correct | 

| in registration. 


LTON, Gas Meter 


iblic in general to his im- | 
containine all the Jatest 





METER INDICES, 


CLUER, Gas Meter, Index Maker, 


@ and Model Machinist, No.1, Bowling-green- 


manship, the wheels, &c., 





Engine Work, Cast Iron Goods, and STEWART’S 
PATENT Cast InoN Gas AND WATER PIPES, 
Office, No. 7, Size-lane, London. 


ATENT FIRE-CLAY REIORTS.— 


O. BROTHERS and COM?! ANY, Manufacturers 


lane, Clerkenwell, London. 
INDICES and all other Apparatus for Gas Meters of 
every size and kind, made on the shortest notice, of 





WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURERS, BRASSFOUND- 
ERS, &e., UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 
| Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, 
|, vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &e. 


) SHEEN, Gas and Railway 


{ 

¢ Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn-hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas Works, &c., that she continues 

!' to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable terms, 
| and keep them in repair by the year. 











PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


| SAMES 

i Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 

|| Manufactory (and Warehouse), Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
| road, London, 

| Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 

|| generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 

manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and 


Experimental Gasholders, Go- | 


LYNE HANCOCK’S| 


upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, | 


| either with or without a spiral wire inside, 
VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 
| VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
| BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
|(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TIGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 











of O. Brothers’s Patent, beg to state that these Retorts, 
being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 
of any required shape, length, breadth, and height, are 
not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 
and general complaint; and consequently superior to, 
and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. 

cheaper than any other Clay Ketorts manufactured, 







































in cot 
| = Sox 
| 2 4\* 3 
| .|288 [fF 
Shape. | Sizes. 18 2 x “a 
|=] oS |25e 
| e\-s | 8 Ale 6 
| Sla|e jcs4 

| 
} feet} in.| £ s.d.|/ 8. d. 
.|12in. byl2in.} 8/2}|2 00] 5 0 
-|ldin. byl2in.| 8| 25) 2 80/] 6 0 
..|16in. byl3in.| 8/2)/ 2120! 6 6 
-| 18in. by l4in.| 8 25/3 00] 7 6 
19in.byl3in.| 8/ 2,3 00) 7 6 
.}20in. by Min.| 9| 34/3120] 8 0 
244 in. by 15in.| 8 | 23/3160] 9 6 
.| bin. by 15in.| 8 | 25) 2120] 6 6 
-| in. by 15in. | 10, 25) 3 50) 6 6 
I8in.byI8in.| 8 25/3 40) 8 0 
18in.byl2in.| 8 | 2 ” 00) 7 6 

ee 











All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order. 


References and further particulars may be obtained on 
application to the Patentee, Gas Works, BLACKBURN. 


| Out registering. 


| the purpose intended. } 


| have not received any complaint of its having failed in | 
} any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is | 
required of it. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| THOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 


the best metal, and of superior workmanship. 
JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 
@ No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 
begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies 
to his latest improvements in the WET METER, by 
means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 
can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meter with- 








CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES, 





PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
SHort STREET, New Cut, BLrackrriars, LONDON. 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 
Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 


pe. 
The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 
found very satisfactory :— 
“‘ The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846, 
*Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, [ have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used | 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- | 
sively for seven years past. 1t was adopted to obviate | 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the | 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to. answer | 





“T have recommended its use in several provincial | 
towns with which I am professionally connected, and | 


“IT am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
““GEDDIE Pearse. 
“ Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 
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Share List. 


(Directors and Managers of Gas Works are earnestly requested to enable us to rectify any errors and fill up the omissions in the following List.) 
The Companies whose names are printed in italic type are incorporated by Act of Parliament. 





































































































































































































ge of ead Bee 52 25 2a8]Eee 5 2 25 eek |Ees 
3/6 Name eSS|/oog , acl Name EI vos ‘ Sass Name asS|/2e6 s 
ga 3/82 of 22z|25<| ¢ [eazlee of get |E<| g [ag 3)/22 of goa/20<| ¢ 
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sales) Company. [SeR/SSE) & yassjek) Comp: |ekeihas| A jaseiee Company, | 22E/G82] & 
£ £s.d/£ s.d) £3.d £ £s.dj/£s.d) £ s.d £ £s.a/£s.d) £8.d 
ENGLAND. Bury St. Edmund's 5 00 1000! 20/Gravesend .......-. 20 00/5 00) 21 00 
Aberdare . 200} 10}Buxton................ 10 00 1000} 10|Great Gr ee: bonne 8 00) 8 0 O12}to 133 
Aberystwith.. Callington... 25/Guildford . 123 00/4 00) 20 OU 
Abingdon Calne, Wilts Guisborough denim 
Accrington £7000) 5 00 Camborne. Hadleigh ............ 
Albrighton ....... it Cambridge a 7 00 Hales Owen...... .. 
Alcester.........0.+0+. 240} 50|Canterbury ......... 50 00} 6 00) 57to 58} 300} 6) Halesworth 6 00/7100 5100 
Alford, Lincolnsh. 2140| 25] Ditto, second issue|25 00) 6 00; 28 to 29) Halifax £15,000 10 00; 
Alfreton song edieoeenesa Cardif £12,000 710 0) Halstead ............ | 
: Carmarthen.......... Hampton Court ... j 
Castleford............ Harrogate £10,000 5 00 
5 00! 10 00 Chapel on the Frith Harrow on the Hill | 
6 00 BIE ince cesecessstens Hartlepool £15,137 7 10 0) 
Chatteris .. Haslingden, Lansh 
160 5 00) 10 00 Cheadle.. 330) 50|Hastings and St.L.|50 00 6 00 60 00 
350 6 00) 11 00 Chelmsford... | TIAVENE 2.0100 s:000000 | 
Cheltenham£ 8100 Haverhill ............ | 
Chepstow......+...... Haworth, Yorks, | 
Ashbourn, Derby. Chertscy.. Zot k 
Ashburton., 230) 10/Chesham, Bucks...|10 00 : 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch en d 
Ashford, Kent...... Chester-le-Street... 300} 10 Henley-ou-Thams. 10 00 | 
1600| 25| Ashton-under- agen 25 0010 00) 52 00 Chester field £13,123 4176 Hereford £5300 4 00 
Atherstone ......... } 240] 25)Chichester : 5 30 06 Herne Bay ......... | 
Axminster : | Chippenham......... 270} 10)/Hexham ........... 10 00;7 0 of 12 00 
200} 20/Aylesbury............ 20 005 00) 21 00 Chipping Norton.. Heywood £10,000 5 00 
Aylsham, Norfolk. | Y . Highworth ( Wilts) | 
Bacup, Lancashire. | 230} 10'Hinckley ............ 10 00;}5 00° 7 00 
Bakewell ...... duitaioe é Hindley, Lancash. 
Baldock... , | Chudleigh..., Hitchen ............ 
140} 25)Banbury.. 0010 00} 50 00 Cirencester .. Hythe ....... 
Bangor ae | Clifton Bristol and Hoddesden r 
500} 5/Barking, Essex..../4100'5110| 5 00 Cleckheaton, York. Holbeach ............ 
250} 10/Barnard Castle... ‘110 00/5100} 10150 Clitheroe .........ccce Holmfirth £8880 3100 
Barnet...... pentignss saa Cockermouth J Holyhead ............ 
Barnsley £6000 7100 Colchester... e Holywell (see Bri- 
100} 20) Barnstaple j20 00/5 00) 23 00 Collumpton ......... tish Provincial) 
Barton ...... Colne, Lancashire SEO cavsusesess 
120} 25) Basingstoke 25 00 8 00) 28 090, Coleford, Gloucest. Horncastle ......... 
2400) 20) Bath .......000++ ..(L6 00 6 00) 25to3d Coggeshall........... 10 iHoughton-le-Sprg. 10 00,8 00 
Battle 6 00 Congleton £5000 5 00 Horsham ae nt 
56| 263) Bawtry......0......00 26100'5 00) 2% 00 Cowbridge . ......... |Eowden 
Beaumaris .. Corsham .,. a Hull ,Sculcoats (see 
Beccles, Bungay, 860} 25|Coventry.. 23 00/6 00) 24t025 British Provin.) 
and Lowestoft... Cowes..... | | | Hull, £11,712, 10s. 5 00 
300} 30\Bedford............... ‘125 00/4 00] 20 06 Crewkerne. | \Hunmanby sealed 
Bedworth. : Croydon... £20,000 15 00) 210} 10|Hungerford . 10 00/5 00 16 00 
Belford . J Cranbrook... £1900 15 00 _|Hudderstield ” 4 
Bedale, Yorkshire Crayford & Bexley 520] 5 High Wycombe ...|5 00/6 00) 6160 
a are. Crediton ......00ccs00 Idle and cuceenwnn 
Beminster............ Crewe, Cheshire ... [lkeston...sssee: 
Berkhempstead ... Cricklade .. — . 
700| 54|Berwick-on-Tweed| 5100}6 80) 5150 Dalton ..... Ilford ......... 
Beverley. ......... nei Darlaston... “a |iiracombe 
Bewdley.... Ma Darlington. s |Lronbridge 
280} 10/Bideford ............{10 00/6 00} 10100} 250) 20)Dartford.... ..20 00) 7100) 27 6 Of 1400) 10) aegt ;}8 00) 15 00 
Biggleswade sa Dartmouth. 4 1400] 10} sh ;}8 00) 12100 
160} 10)Bicester............... 10 00} 5 00) 10 00) 125) 20/Daventry...... 29 0016 00) 24 SOF 800) 2 Isle ‘of Thanet p 5 00) 20to2l 
Bilston arate 8 00 Dawley, Salop .. | Kendal £9100 | 810 
Dawlish ........ |Kenilworth.......... | 
00 400 Oedington 4 Keswick ) 
Birkenhead £70,000|35 00) 3 00} 35to37% 500) 6/Denbigh.. ‘16 00/5 00; 6 00} 100) 25 Kettering... 25005 00 2 09 
24100] 50| Birmingham and 820} 10|Deptford 10 00} 5 O06} lto2 | Kiddermins. £10000 5 00 
Staffordshire...... 50 O10 00} 96to97 325) 50|Derby... nae 59 00/10 00) 78 O80 King’ s Langley 
25] Ditto, new shares..| 7 10 010 0 0} 10pm. 90} 20|Dereham (East).....20 0 0) 4100 Kington, Hereford 
928) | 75| Birmingham......... 7 00/10 0 O}L49to 151} 1000) 5) Dewsbury............ 5 0010 00) 8 126 Kirkby Lonsdale... 
Bishop's Auckland Devizes.... { Kirkham, Lance. .. 
140] 25|Bishop’s Stortford |25 0 0| 5 00) 24 00; 4000) 5|Devonport.. 15 00/6 00) 6 50 Knutsford............ 
Blackburn £30,000 10 OU 280} 25|Dorchester.. 125 00/5 00) 30 0¢ Lancaster . ove x 
Blackpool............ 120} 25|Dorking............... 2010 6,5 00) 21100 Llanelly"... uo 5 00 
Blandford . Douglas, Isie of M. | Llandovery 
Blythe. 209] 563] Dover’ ........0..00000 56 10 6) 5 15 0) 71 to72 soomingen Pi 4 iors 
Bodmin . Downham............ £22,500 6 00 
Bognor .. Driffield anes kuwieeeal 
Bolton...... 8,582 9195 Droitwich Ledbury ............ 
ocamiiihes 600} 20| Dudley 4 00] 18to20 Leeds Old Comp. 
Boston ...... £8000 10 00 Droylsden old stk., £60,300) 10 00 
200} 10|/Bourn.............«..,10 00 5 00 Dunmow ... new ,, £23,775! 6 00 
Brackley ............ Dunstable sail Leeds New £60,000 10 00 
Bradford, Wilts. ... Durham.............++ LOOK... eree reserves S 
Bradford, Yorksh. 276| 9|Dursley, Gloster | 9 00/5100) 8 00 Leicester. 7 00 | 
£45,000) 9100 300} 10/Eastbourne ......... Leigh ....... + | 
Brampton, Cumb. East Grinstead .. 135} 20)Leighton B rd (20 00'5 00 | 
Brandon, Suffolk.. a Leominster ......... 
Brecon ......6-.0000000 Ellesmere f Leyburn, Yorksh. 
Bridge-end, Glam. Eltham ... : Liskeard .........006 . 7 
Brierly Hill ......... Enfield ... : 330] 25) Lewes .....4-....-... 25 00/5 00) 25 00 
2250! 20) Brighton... 120 00) 5 00) 15tol7} 350) 19)Epsomand 19 00 Lincoln £8009 10 00 | 
1125} <0 " new shares|l6 00] 5 00) 10 to!2 Evesham ............ “pre fama 
righton and Hove Exeter 10 00, ittlehampton...... 
£50,276 1/3100 Exmouth ............ 250) 20|Lichfield ............ 20 0010 00) 30 00 
4250] 20] Bristol............000 20 00/9 00) 37 00 Eye, Suffolk ; Liverpool United \100 0010 0 0/209 to 211 
1725| 25) Bristol and Clifton 2 006 00) 34 00 Fairford... ” sh.|25 00/10 00) 52053 
Brixham......0¢....00 64] 25|/Fakenham 25 00/5 00) 2 00 
Braintree .. H |Falmouth ... 7 
750| 50) Brentford... 00 6 00) 44to0 46 |Fareham ... : 5000} 20|British Provincial 
800} 25) ,, newshare 006) 6 00) 11 00; 120) 25)Farnham ... 125 00)10 00) 42 00 (Holywell, Hull, 
Brentwood.. | Farringdon Norwich, Potte- 
Bridgwater £6000 1S 00 Faversham ries, Trowbridge)|29 00) 7 00) 20 to22 
400] 10|Bridlington..........\10 00,5 00) 10 00 Ferrybridge 20} ,, Prov., new ...... 1400) 7 00) 14tol5 
Bridport... e Fleetwood i 4000} 25) Commercial ...... 25 0016 00) 30to3l 
Brigg........ 300| 10 Folkestone ......... 10 00/10 006) 15 00} 2000) 25 », newshares | 2 10 0) 6 0 Ojparto2pm 
Broadstairs .... 210) 1 » new shares| 8 0010 00) 13 00 s, deb.£12,000) | 
100} 50) Bromley, Kent. 52 10 0, a ee 12,000} 50} Chartered ...... 50 00) 4 00) 36 to37 
Bromsgrove .. 240) 5|Framiingham 5 0015 00° 5 Of 6000) 50 »» newshares/L0 00/4 00) 6to 7 
Broughton 2 Frome 2000] 150} City of London |150 0 0| 4 0 0/123 to 125 
120} 10)Bruton ..... 110 00)4 00) 8 00 Garstang 4000} 50 rar seeseeses 50 00) 2100) 25 to26 
Brynmawr Gillingham, Dorset », deb.£16,000 
100} 23) Buckingham... 00}5 00) 23 00 Glastonbury .......... 10,000; 20; European— 
Bungay (seeBecls.) |Glossop... ‘£10,000 9 00 (Amiens, Bou- 
SS es 1000] 25 Gloucester... 125 00} 7100) 28 00 logne, Caen, 
Burnley £19,916 4102 Gomersal . liavre, Nantes, 
Burslem& Tunstall Godalming — om) Rouen) 20 006)5 00) 12told 
Burton-on-Trent... Gosport 2000) 20) .new ...)7 00/5 00] Sto 6 
15,0001 10! ut. Gaet Consumers 10 00/10 00/14 told 









































Bury, Lance, £6570 Grantham .......00-+. B 
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a o Misi - 7 > vic @ c) w ; 
- 25 re. eas s eo? lek a < wo low Eiltec6s 
Bas|28 Name Sis B35 » [33s/8s Name ESS|555 . (asles Name g23| 558 , 
ga 8/22 of sa@|5O%| § fee3/32 of Sa" |S°<!| § [eeE|e2 of 822/50") § 
Bssies} Company (FSSises] EF fas Zi23) Company, [SEE /528|) EF Pec klEs} Company. [FER/ASE] & 
— —-} 1 - 
£ £s.d/£s.d) £s.d £ ;}£s.d/£s5.d) £s.d £ £s.d)/£s.d) £8. 
Impl.Continental 3000 10) | Plymouth ...00000000 (10 0010 OO} lL 00 Thirsk ........000+ 
8000} Si] —First capital |Pocklington 4 Thornbury 
(Amsterdam, Pontefract...... Thorne..... 
Berlin, Ghent, Pontypridd Tiverton 
Hanover, Lille, 400} 10\Poole . 00} 10 00} 670; 5)Todmorden 3 06 
Rotterdam)...... 42 06/6110) 44to 46) Port Ma Torquay... 
7000} 50} Second capital— 600] 50 Portsea Islan a 0 0) 48 to 49 Torrington, 
(Aix laChapelle, 400} 10 Prescott.........00... 134, 7 00 Se | 
Antwerp, Bor- 3000} 20 Preston ... | 26 00 Totnes Consumers | 
deaux, Brussels, Pwilhelli.. Sed 4000, 5/Tottenham...........13100)6 00) 3 00 
Cologne, Frank- Pudsey ...£12,000) 5 00) Toweester............ 
fort-on- Maine, ‘Radetiy and “Pil-| | Town-Malling...... | 
Haarlem, Mar- | kington £9000 41210 | RE 10 00;5 00) 10 00 
seilles, 'oulouse| = Ramsay, I. of Man| ; Trowbridge (see { 
Vienna) ......... 41 00/10 70) 72to 74 | Ramsgate (seel. off, British Provin.) } 
50} Third capital . 10 0} 9 40) 65to 70 |Ravenglass ......... 75) 50)Truro.......... ..|50 00) 2 00 | 
10,000; 50) Imperial .... 00/6 00} 85to8s} 1000] 10) Reading..... 00 700 Tunbridge....... = | 
3000) 50 x hew shares Iss 00/6 00) 80to83} 500) 20, Reading Union ... 00 17 v0 Tunbridge Wells. | 
» deb. £50,500) 4 |Redditch od | Ulverston..... j 
4000] 40] Independent 00|6 00) 46to 47 |Redruth. ‘ Uppingham 
3000) 50 ONAON .......... 00 3 00 |Reigate . 210) 5)Upton-on-Severn |5 00/5 00) 5 00 
6000) 25 » preference |25 00/6 00) 25 00 |Retford (E t) | Usk, Monmouth ... | 
3000; 50 + 2nddo. .../50 00 15 to 18 {Rhyl i Uttoxeter............. | 
9000! 50| Pheniz ..... 49 0 0} 3 10 0} 26 to 27 {Richmond ( Surrey) | Uxbridge .. of } 
1000; 100) Ratcliff ..... 00) 5 00) 65 to 7 Rickmansworth .., } LC aS | 
4000} 25} South Metrop. ...25 00) 5 0 0) 21 t0 22 {Ringwood .....0...... 1000) 25, Wakefield, - cap] (25 00) 6 00) 25 00 
7000' 10)Surrey Consumers’ 10 00) 6 00 TS Nae | 1600 5 ew, |5 00/6 00) 5 00 
9000} 50) UnitedGeneral—| Rochester and | | 300} 10, W allingford . baanented 10 00:5 00 8 00 
| (Cork, Dublin, } | Chatham £20,000 6 00) Wandsworth. a 
| Limerick) _....../0! 2 0 0) 21 to 23 Rochford ............! | Wantage... | 
3106, 20 Western A share 2 00) 10 O@ Rockingham af Warr ington 23304 10 00 
6500) 2 e 2 00 | Romford soll | 100} 10) Wareham ............ 3100) 8 00 
Lostwithiel saaiened POOR Gonecncens om | 120} 25) Warminster .........|: 5 00) 27 00 
Loughborough.. 215) 25 Rotherham . 20 00/6 00, 40100 Lae 
240) 25 00} 26100 | Royston....... a“ | Warwick £15,000 6 00 
Ruabon . Watford....c.....00... 
611] 5, 600) 5 00 [Rugby fe Welchpool, Mntgy. | 
SES }Rugel Wellingborough .. 
\Buncern . £11,000 7100 Wellington, Salop. | 
Lyme Regis ‘Ruthin isansctinions | Wellington, Smrst. \ 
Lymington J 500 | 12 00 Wells, Smrst. ane 7100 | 
Malmesbury = Ww estbury... : | 
Macelesfi: 8 3156 Weston-sup.-Mare 
Maidenhead.. 5 2000} + 5)West Ham........... 5 00,6 00) 5 00 
300} 50) Maidstone... "50 0.0j10 00) 90 00] 225} 20/Saffron Walden ...120 00/3150, 19 00 Whitby ........ ‘ | 
Maldon ...... ISt. Austel ............ | Whitehaven .. | 
Marlborough |St. Asaph .. id Whitstable ......... | 
Malton (New). (St. Colomb | Whittlesea........... | 
Malvern......... | |.St. Helen's 7100) Wigan £10,160 100 0 
Manningtree ...... St. Helier’s{ Jersey) } | Willenhall............ 
[Maneteld £5000) 10 00 iSt. Ives, Hunting. Winchelsea.. segal j 
eee jSt. Ives, Cornwall | _ , aan | 
Margate(se .of T 250} 10)\St. Neot’s ............ 10 0 0) 8 00 12 0 0; 240) 10) Wimborne Minster'10 00 } 
Market Deeping...| \St. Peter’s Port, | Wimbledon .. 
Market Draytou .. al (Guernsey) ...... | Wincanton.. 
132} 25|Market Harboro’ (25 00) 6 00} 30 00, 320] 25/Salisbury ..... 25.006 00) 28to030, 360) 50) Winchester. .50 006 00 | 
Market Raisin......! * Sandbach poses : | | 900] 124) Windsor...... 1210010 00) 23 00 
Market Weighton | 140 orate .. we tld 00/5 00 10 00 Witham... | | 
_ SN RS Scarborough... i an 
70} 10)Maryport . = 6 00; 12 00 |sedburgh ... 4148) 10 Wolverhampton “ho 007100) 17100 
Melksham............! [Selby .. 200) 10,Woburn............... 10 00:5 00; 10 O00, 
Melton Mowbray | \Settle.. : 210} +10) Wokingham ......... 00 10 00 
Merthyr Tydvil ...| 290] 10/Sevenoaks.. [20 00/5 00) 10 00 | Woodbridge .., 
ia asian | s Shafte sbury . a Wooler ...... 
Middleton £9039! 5 00 5400) 25/Sheffield U ‘hited .. (24 00) 8 68) 30 00 Wotton-un. -Edge_ 
MidsummerNorton \Shelton, Potterics Worcester £29,000 8 00 
Middiesboro’ ...... | (see Brit. Prov.) Workington ......... 
Mildenhail | |Shepton Mallet ... Worksop& Radford j 
700} 10\Mitcham .... 0010 00) 14100 |Sherborne ............ Wirksworth ......... } 
.. 2914) 5/Shields (Tynemth.| 5 06,3 00) 5 00 Worthing............. | 
70C; 10 Monmouth 00/5 00 {Shields (South) ... Wrexham } 
Monk Wearmouth _|Shitfual, Salop ...... | Woolwich Equitbl. | 
Moreton in Marsh | 1000; 5) Shipley ...... cc. 5 00600 5126 Woolwich Consms. } 
, ye in Stour Woolwich (North) 
| Mottram aa Shoreham .......... Wymondham........ 
Morpeth | Shrewsbury£ 10, 000 7 00 ZAEE .cevenens | 
\N antwich . 400} 10/Skipton ..........000.. 10 00/4 00; LL 00] 795) 20) Yarmouth i7 to 18 |! 
|Neath..... ‘ |Sleaford... | Yeadon,near Leeds! | 
Needham } 250! 10/Slough 10 00 Yeovil | 
al Newark...... 10 : : “—r Basie | York Untd. 7 00 | 
250) 20)Newbury ............ is v : oham ..... | 
13,000} 5)New castle & Gates- |Southwold.. a | SCOTLAND, | 
i |” head Union 15 00/8 OC! 8 00 ‘South Molton ...... 5)Aberdeen ............. 3 00 3 16 6) 
| \Newcastle = under = 1000} 50 Southampton ...... 32 005 00 Airdrie .. Jd 
| Lyne £6200 4 00 |Sowerby, Yorksh. Alloa..... 
600 5| Newmarket ee: 5 00/6 00) 5 00 \Stretford es Annan .... 
‘Newnham, Glost. | |Stokesly Anstruther. 
as | Stafford £10, 600 i5 00 Ardrossan 
Yew Mills £2115 Staines and Egham | 550} 20) Arbroath 00 7100) 27100 
Newport,M. £11720 8 00 ee eee 10 00 |Auchterarder. id | |! 
320} 50 Newport, Isleof W.38 00) 4 Oo 65 (00 jStamford £11 300 750} «=2)Auchte rmuchity .. 2006 00) 2 76)} 
Newport Pagnell | ‘Stocktoncon-Tevs Ayr, old .. i 
Newport, Salop saa £7980 |9 50 Ditto, ne 
Newton Abbot...... | 840} 9}|Stockton, New. 910 0} 9 00; 8 00 . 
Newton, Lanc....... | 960 10 Stoke-upon-T rent. 10 00/7 00} 11100 Barrhead 
Northallerton ...... 500} 10) ,, _newshares} 6 00/7 00) 7100 Bathgate. 
North Walsham ...| Stafford...... Beith...... 
542] 20| Northampton ...... jl 27 00 |Stoney Stratford .. Bervie 
Northwich ......... | |Stourbridge ......... Biggar ..... a | 
Norwich (see Bri-| Stowmarket.......... Blairgowrie ......... 
tish Pro. £40, o0v! 700 150| 20 Stratford-on-Avon |20 0 0) 7 100) 30 00} 400) 6)Borrowstowness....6 00'5 00) 8 00 | 
900} 50) Nottingham ......... 50 00/10 00 |Stroud Brechin ........ ....0. } 
900} 50) New shares 10 00 169} 10,Swaffham.............}10 00/5 00) 5100 Bridge of Ailan ... | 
Nuneaton .. |Swansea £9000 2 Broughty Ferry ..|2 005 00) 2 00 
Oakham........ a oe Burntisland ,........ 
Oakhampton ...... |Sunderland, old..... Campbelton .. 
200} 10)Odiham, Hants.....10 00) 4 00) 10 00) 6400) 5)Sunderland,new..|5 00 Clackmannan 
Oldham ....+++ OMCROT  ccnccocscocseos Coatbridge. . 
Olney ... /Sutton-in-Ashfield Coldstream .. 
Ongar... ‘ Swindon........... wtee Collinsburgh . 
Ormskirk ............ Sydenham.,. om Comrie .. 
en yl euamammnnan 2800) 5/Taunton.... 15 00) None 2100 Crieff... 
Oundle E | Tadcaster . Crail, Fife ‘ 
120} 150/Ozford . 1500 0} 8 00] 260 00 | Tamworth, Cullen ........ 
OverDarwen £8000 5 00 | Tavistock... Cumbernauld 
Padstow |Teignmout Cumnock ... t 
Pately Bridge, rk. Tenbury. 600} 5/Cupar Angus.......)5 00'6 00) 5100 
250} 20) Penrith ............... 6100) 21 00 | Tenby.......... 250} + 10/Cupar Fife .........10 06/7100) 14 00 
Penryn ... ; ‘Tenterden £2000 2100 Dalkeith .. 
Penzance ... | Tetbury, Gloster.. Denny ..... 
200} 10) Petworth ... 8 On} 12 00 | [Tew kesbury kiesies Dingwall.. 
| Petersfield : | Thame é Dornoch 3 
Pickering ...... .....' | Thetford SEE 1 
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% Liws: 2 ws. a Situs | 
2 } 
BE cze] weme jzeelEse] . [sé.le8] ame go3|24 gE je] ame |eee| eee | 
Eat 32 cont! gu2|EC<| § aa 832 of Bo2/E0<| § [SEE of |5_0|30<| ¢ 
 @ m » “ a] = sa) . | ae | he he - Sh om he | hy he 
zs Blah mery, |28h/A28| & fassics) Comper. (Se8/528) £ Be zicz} Company, (Seeiags| & 
£ £s.d/£s.d) £ 8.4 | £ '£6.d\£s.4| £ 8.4 £ ‘gs.d\£0.d) £5.4 
Dumbarton. a 227; 5) Kirkwall ............ 15 00:5 00 4100 | St. Andrew’s........ | ’ 
20) Dumfries ... (14 00/5 60) 20 OFF 518 5) Kirriemur 00/6 00 Stewarton .. Ss 
= | pam deca —z | Stirling........ 4 
_ near Leven | Stonehaven | 
8 80) 801008 | = [Largs ......sceseeeceeee | Stonhouse, Laurks,’ 
4060 400 Saiouin n. Edin, Stornoway. 
6 00) WilzO Lauder ....s.-s0s0000. Stranraer . eal | 
|Leith ..... Strathaven, near; 
Leslie, Fife Hamilton ......... 
Lesmahago | , TROD sicesssdosesned j 
zeven.... | Tillicoultry,n.Alloa! 
10 60) 52 1006 Linlithgow ......... 800, 1, Tranent . }1 00 | 1 00 
Linton, n. Nobleh. | | Troon..... 1 
| os £08,640 18 00,7100) 27136 Lochee, n. Dundee, : | Wick ..... ' 
Elie... .cesesssorerseeeee } Lochgilphead ...... | Wigton | 
Elgin....... H Loch winnock, near | Wemyss 
| Falkirk, old Paisley | 
» new 1200} 1|Markinch.. 1 00/7100 1 50 IRELAN D. | a 
Falkland Mauchline 300} 10) Armagh............... 8 00 14100 
Ferry Port on Craig Maxwell-town, n. | Ballinasloe 
Fochabers............ Dumfries ......... | 700) 50 Belfast ..... | 
} Forfar...... Maybole, Ayrshire | | Ballymena.. 
| Fort Willia Maryhill, near | | Ballymoney 
i} Fraserburgh Glasgow  . | | Carrickfergus | 
{| Galashiels. . J Melrose __............ | | Carlow ..... 
H Garlieston............ 718| 2/Mid & East Calder} 2 0 0 |} 2 00 Cavan 
| , * amma n. Fieet 192} 5/Moffat. ............... 00 j Cork (see Un. Gen.)) | | 
1 | GEEVER seccceresenes--| ; | 13} Montrose ............ 00;}7111 Cookstown ......... | | 
ad 25, Clengen —e 0010 00 50 00 Musselburgh ..... | 1300; 5 Clonmel Consumrs}5 005 00 5 00 
{| 15000, 10 Glasgow City and | | AES | Drogheda .. ‘ : } | 
| . Suburban |.....0... 10 009 O00 19176 | | Neilston, n. Glasg.| 19,000} 10 Dublin Consumers |6 0017 00 8100 
i —— | | Newmills, near Dublin Hibernian | | 
| Grahamston ,, , | Kilmarnock ...... (see United Gen.) | 
Haddington... | |Newburgh, Fife 160, 25 Dundalk .. 25 0 | 22 00 
} Hamilton ‘£7500 8 00) Newton-on-Ayre | | Dungannon .........| | 
\| Hawiek ..........0000 | | Newton Stewart | 871, 5 Downpatrick ......;5 00/4 00 
Helensburgh........ } | |North Berwick, n.| | | | Enniskillen.. ol | | 
Huntly ...... 7 | Haddington ...... } } \ Enniscorthy ol | 
| ,|Inverary ...... | North Queensferry, 210, 25) Galway ..... 23 0010 00 32 00 
|| 400, Vitnverkeithing ......| 1 00/5 00) 1 00 | A eccbas ancvisasiee 400 106! Kilkenny 10 00/8 00 11 50 
|| 1200 10 Inverness Gas and Peebles 4160 | | Larne... .| 
| | ie eee 110 00/7100) 15 00} 800) 25 Perth..... 25 00 | 22100 | Limerick’seeU.G. )! | 
|| 2400 5)  ,,newshares |1 50/7100) 2 50 | 5) ,, new. 15 00 2 76] 1725 5| Limerick Consum.|5 00/5 00 5 00 
| Irvine ea | |Peterhead . 600 15| Londonderry ...... 15 €0,6134) 21100 
| Jedburgh | Pittenweem | 500, 7! Lisburn... 7 00;7100 8 50 
Johnstone(P: | Pollokshaws, | hear, 520 10} Lurgan /600600 600 
eith | | | Glasgow. i j | | Mallow ... 
} Kelso ....... 10 0 0} | Port Glasgow : | { Monaghan... 
| Kilmarnock | H Portobello, n. Edin.) | | | Nenagh ........ } 
Kincardine .........| | | |Prestonpans......... | 418 5| Newtownards 5 00 
| Kinghorn ...... a | /Rutherglen, near | | Newry ........ 
| Kingskittlo, Fife... | | Glasgow PRES: Omagh ...... j 
Kinross | | |Renfrew,n. Paisies 125, 20) Portadown 20 00 
Kirkaldy .... | — |Salteoats at 10) Sligo ......... 
| 320. 5/Kirkeudbright......|5 00/5 00) 5 00 | |Sanquhar .. Tipperary 
{| 1000, 3/Kirkintulloch,near | eS aes Tralee 
| Glasgow  ......... 00,5 00! 3 00 | South Queensferry! | | Waterford. 
| The Gas Works in the undermentioned towns belong to private individuals :— 
| Abergavenny. Farsley. Huntingdon. Newport I. W. (new). Seaham Harbour. Ware. (2 works) 
| Bridgenorth. Gainsborough Hyde (Cheshire) Oswestry. Sheerness. Wem. 
| Carnarvon. oole. Kingston-on-Thames. Peterborough, Sidmouth. Wexford. 
| Chester, new. Harleston. Lynn. Pontypool. Sittingbourne. Weymouth, 
1} Deal. Hatfield. New Ross. St. Alban’s. Spalding. Whitchurch (Salop). 
| Diss Hertford. Northfleet. Sandwich. Waltham Abbey. Wisbeach. 
| Ely. Holt. 
1] The Gas Works belong to the Corporations, or to Commissioners acting under special acts of Parliament, in the following towns :— 
Carlisle. Greenock. Lytham (Lanc.) Rochdale. Southport (Lanc.) Walsall. | 
Cashel. Haverfordwest. Manchester. Rothesay. Stockport Wells (Norfolk), 
| Coleraine. Keighly. Milton (Kent). Richmond (Yorkshire). Strabane. Youghall. | 
Doncaster. Knaresborough. Paisley. Salford. | 
; Be ey eee i | 
ee ie 
| 
yr ice € Carer. 
} ae 
COALS. 
{| A Ww hr oy td ae Yy a. NEWCASTLE. | DERBYSHIRE. } 
verage Weight of Cast Iron Gas Pipes, per Yar Unsereened, d. | Clay Cross, Deep — 6s.6d. per ton 
ee =e ae Re ; 2; Whitwell Primrose ...... 6 per ton, and New Birchwood _— * 
| _t Jootd _2in. hi - Sin. din, Sin. 6in. _ Tin, Sin, din. - Win, 12in, Burnhope ............. a J “ SCOTCH CANNEL. 
he 28 33 51 70 89 107 126 MW9 177 208 Ibs. Dean’s Primrose. mie 2 o | Boghead ......... at Leith 19 0 a 
| . Pelton ..... aneeeeee ins ) TETEMONE..cccserereeses best 23 0 ” 
| | | isg 4 or ve “7 = Ja oem, first quality 20 0 es 
i] Pri 5 nt. New- | |@ S53 |: Medomsley . ios itto, second qualityl0 0 ,, 
| etal Priece nig! oy 10 percent. lLondon. Glasgow, castle, | Wales. Zee Pelaw...... . ee 6S .& ” } Bae : PES , 630 » 
| | | | ise "Ss nea Moor . as a at po aa 160 4 
7 Ser ie Ewe oe ; Felling Main om itto at Leith ... 17 6 - 
H { 0 % 3 0 4 3 10 a.) £ 8.) £ 8.4.1 New Peltor... “6 Arniston... 160 =~, 
| Pig Iron, No.1. .......cc.sssrorsecsesesevenee 4 0 0) 04 0 0315 OF Deoreth | aeons 14 0 
|| 14 and 2 inches Socket Pipes. 7.006 5 0610 0610 0610 OF goth Pelaw. “)6 6 Donibristle 06 |. 
1B} and3 do. 615 0510606600600 Waldridee “ er “ ” 
Le onhG de. 610 0510 0515 0.517 61515 OF wmarese hoe agg ke 
a 5 ROWS R iF alk Washington Hutton...... Kinneil ...... He 
| 6 inches and upwards do. we | 6 5 0, 55 0510 0515 0) 510 Of} south Peareth..............7 Knightswood /_~ 2 aa 
[ abe Ree bonds, Seeman eee mou 210 0 210 0/210 0210 0210 Of Ramsay’sCannel....... 12 0 ,, Lochgelly ... ‘Joo , 
see Qnd fusion, hot blast ... 6905505109. | 515 0 Cowen's Canatl............ all A recrrsacecnaseasonenete 
Do. 2nd fusion, cold blast . ° | 6 5 )} ; | 
Tank Plates, § thick and above 610 0510 0600515 0600 d FIRE GOODS. _ - , LEAD. 
Jess than &.........+6 615 06 0 0610 06 5 0610 0] Best Bricks, 50s. per 1000, at Newcastle. Soft pig, £18. 10s, per ton. 
| Plain Castings ex. models 610 0515 0|6 0 0610 06-0 0! Do. Clay, 12s. per ton do. 
1 FREIGHTS, per Ton. | 
WROUGHT IRON TUBING, subject to 30 per cent. Discount. Coastwiso—Newcastle. | ger 
—. _ a. | Weymouth.........08 - 8s 9 
| | 2inches.| I}inch. | 1} inch. | Linch. | 3 inch. s'inch. | Chatham & wae. 7 9) Yarmouth ... —~ =e eH 
i | | Cork .. a ae Foreign | 
*6i0e41e4!])e4/] adie & 8 6 | Amsterdam ul 6 
|| Patent welded tubes, from2tel2feet,perfoot' 1 8 | 1 O | emis The seie 43 9 0 | Boulogne, 9 6 |} 
1 iatietabs » Gin.tol8in,eah| 3 0| 2 O}| 1 9{ 13; 1 O10 9 ¥ 2... 10 0} Barcelona .. “16 0 || 
Connecting pieces, or IONY SCTEWS ........s0cee0ee 36 | eS oi &el & sa 1 2 0 il Folkestone . . 8 6) Bordeaux .. - 12 0 
| Bends, springs, and elbows, weeps iron...... 3.9 » Bt &-s | 1 0 0 10 0 8 Hastings.... 8 9 {| Calais .... . 9 6 || 
|| Tees, wrought or Cast ......ses008 soaruehacssns 4 0 2 6 | 2 0; 1 6 1 1 0 10 | Ipswich . 7 9} Dieppe.. . 10 6 | 
| Crosses, wrought or cast..........s00000 ienseoanee -| 4 6 3 0 2 6 | 2 0 1 6 | 1 2 | Jersey .... 9 0} Hamburg -t @ | 
| Iron cocks 17 6 9 6 7 6! 4 6 3 3 2 6 London .... 7 9) Havre .... <a ou 
Ditto, with brass plug .........ccsceeceeseeeseeeseee 28 0 16 0 13 0 | 7 0 5 6 4 6 Lowestoft . 5 9 | Lisbon .. .12 0 5 
Diminishing sockets, caps, plugs, and nipples oe 0 9 0 8 0 6 0 5 0 4 Lyn.,...0006 > 7 0| Rotterdam.. 10 6 
Plain sockets ...... 1 0 0 8 0 7 0 5 0 4 0 3 Margate ...... . § 6 | Rouen «oe 12 6 | 
lanch r 3 ¢ 1 6 1 3 s 2 0 9 Portsmouth 10 0} St. Petersburgh ... 12 0 
8yphons, 2 quart “| 5 0] 4 O 13 6 13 0 | 12 0 Plymouth .. ‘Ai... | =e 10 0 | 
| Ditto 1 quart. —«' = © 10 6 10 3 10 0 9 6 Southampto . 9 0| Trieste and Venice 18 0 | 














| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











